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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 
MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 
[From the Casket. ]j 
(Continued from page 55._) 
Philadelphia, 28th July, 1779. 

My Dear General,—I arrived here Sunday morning, 
at half past 10 o’clock. From various impediments, 1 
could not get from head quarters till near four, Thurs- 
day afternoon. I rode that evening to Mr. Wickham’s, 
21 miles. Made 46 miles the next day, and slept at 
Hacketstown. Got up in the morning at 2 o’clock, 
and made the Billet by 9 o’clock in the evening, being 
63 miles that day, and within 16 miles of Philadelphia, 
at which place I breakfasted at the President’s of Con- 
gress. I was obliged to pressa horse,for one of the dra- 
goons, on the road, which I suppose Nero will complain 
of at head quarters. 

Icame into the city with colors flying, trumpets 
sounding, and heart elated—drew crewds to the doors 
and windows, and made nota little parade, I assure you. 
These were Baron Steuben’s instructions,and I pursued 
them literally, although I could not help thinking it had 
a little the appearance of a poppet show. 

I made a point of waiting on the French Ambassador 
and President Reed in your name, who as well as oth- 
ers, speak of your achievement, with wonder and praise. 

i have sent you the newspapers of the day—adieu, 
Sir, may you long enjoy your present laurels, and quick- 
ly have an opportunity of acquiring new ones. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, 

Your very humble servant, 
HENRY W. ARCHER. 

A very distinguished public writer of that day, says, 
when speaking of the capture of Stony Point, ‘‘great is 
the triumph of the Americans upon the success of this 
enterprize,and justly, for it would have done honor to the 
most veteran troops, and notwithstanding the proveca- 
tions given by the plunderings and burnings at New- 
Haven, East Haven, Fairfield, and Green-farms, of which 
they had heard, such was the humanity of the continen- 
tal soldiers, that they scorned to take the liyes of the 


foe, calling for mercy—so that there were but few of 


the enemy killed on the occasion.” . 

Subjoined are a few of the congratulatory letters 
which General Wayne received on this occasion, with a 
few of his replies: 

From General St. Clair:— 

New Windsor, July 17th, 1779. 

Dear General.—It was with true pleasure that I re- 
ceived the news of your success at Stony Point, on 
which I beg leave to present you my cordial congratu- 
lations. 

It is an event that makes avery great alteration in 
the situation of affairs, and must have important conse- 
quences, and the more glorious, from its having been 
effected with so little loss. It is, in short, the cemplet- 
est surprise I have ever heard of. 

Please to present my compliments to the gentlemen 
of your family, and all our friends, and believe me with 
much esteem, Dear General, 

Your very humble servant, 
ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 
General Warnx. 
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as in the other parts of your military character. 
you long life; I need net add glory for you will have it. 





From Thomas Burke, Esq. Member of Congress. 


Philadelphia, July 19th, 1779. 
_ Dear Sir,—I congratulate you on the signal and bril- 
liant success of your enterprize against Stony Point. 
This gallant and important affair has filled us all with 
very high satisfaction; and mine, I assure you, is peculi- 


arly improved, because an officer, of whom 1 had con- 
ceived a very high opinion, and for whom I have very 
great esteem and regard, has conducted it, and obtained 
such singular glory. 


The happy effect of your goed conduct has saved 


your humanity the pain it would have felt, had your en- 
terprize cost you the lives of many of your brave sold- 
iers and gallant officers, and even had you been under 
the necessitv of slaughtering many of the enemy. To 


the humane, and such are ail the brave and good, this 


is a very pleasing circumstance attending your success. 


Magnanimous generosity has triumphed over the enemy, 


as much as your courage and cenduct. 


I was much concerned when I heard you was wound- 


ed; but learning, on inquiry, that it was but slight, I 
considered it as not worth attention in so great an affair; 
and I find by your letter to General Washington, you 
did not think it of consequence enough to mention it.- 
Having mentioned your letter, I must declare I think it 
a just model of martial eloquence, equalled by none 
but Czsar’s Veni, vidi vici. ; 


I wish your example may be followed in this, as well 
I wish 


Aad am, dear Sir, very truly, 
Your friend and servant, 
THOMAS BURKE. 
General Wayne. 
Fishkill Landing, August Ist, 1779. 
Dear Sir,—Your kind remembrance of me I mest 


thankfully acknowledge. 


If I have fought with seme success, the pleasure I ex- 


perience in the approbation of my country and friends 
is to me a rich reward. 


You gre pleased to compliment me very politely on 
my laconic note to his Excellency, General Washing‘ 


ton, relative to the reduction of the enemy’s post at 


Stony Point; but the bloed which at the time was issu- 
ing from my wound compelled me to be concise. I, 
therefore, am not entitled to the merit which you give 
me, as you will see by an official letter to the General, 
written two days after on that occasion. 

The American soldier is not quite so base and divest- 
ed of tender feeling, and all humanity, as to strike a 
prostrate and unresisting foe; that isa business suited 
only to a cruel and degenerated Briton, who has refined 
upon every species of villany and cruelty. 

Be pleased to present my best and kindest wishes to 
our mutual friends, and believe me, 

Yours, 
Most respectfully, 
Hon. Thomas Burke, ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Member of Congress. 


From Joseph Reed, Esq. President of Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, July 20th, 1779. 
Dear General,—Until you receive more substantial 
marks ef honor and public regard, accept the kind and 
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sincere congratulations of one of your best friends, on | 
your late success. 

It is not the surprise of a post, or the capture of 600 
men, that pleases me so much as the manner and ad- 
dress with which it has been executed. You have play- 
ed their own game upon them, and eclipsed the glory 
of the British bayonet, of which we have heard so much. 

God grant you health and long life to enjoy your 
laurels. Yours, 

Most sincerely, 
JOSEPH REED. 
New Windsor, July 26th, 1779. 

Dear Sir,—Your very polite favour of the 20th, 1 had 
the pleasure of receiving last evening, and am much 
honoured by the manner in which you are pleased to ex- 

ress your approbation of the enterprize against Stony 
Point: the particulars of which you have undoubtedly 
seen before this time. 

I think it my duty to inform your Excellency of the 

conduct ef the two young gentlemen, whe led the 
van of each column,and who are entitled to some marks 
of distinction for an intrepidity which would have done 
honour to the oldest soldier. Mr. Gibbon, of the 6th, 
and Mr. Knox, of the 9th Pennsylvania Regiments. I 
have not put pen to paper on the occasion, except to 
his Excellency, General Washington. Indeed, my head 
has been two much diserdered to attempt it, and this 
circumstance you will please to accept as an apology for 
the shortness of this. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, 

And very humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


General Warne. 


His Excellency, 

Governor REzEb. 

Philadelphia, 27th July, 1779. 

Sir,—Your late glorious achievements have merited 
and now receive the approbation and thanks of your 
country. They are contained in the enclosed act of 
Congress, which I have the honer to transmit. 

This brilliant action adds fresh lustre to our arms, and 
will teach the enemy to respect our power, if not imit- 
ate ourhumanity. You have nobly reaped laurels in 
the cause of your country, and in fields of danger and 
death. May these prove the earnest of more, and may 
victory ever bear your standard, and Providence be 
your shield. 

I have the honer to be, Sir, with great respect and 
esteem, your most obedient and humble servant. 

JOHN JAY, 
Brigadier President of Congress. 
General Warne. 
Letter from General Wayne to Mr. Jay :— 
West Point, 10th August, 1779. 

Sir,—Your very polite favour of the 28th ult. with | 
the extract of an act of Congress, I have just now re- 
ceived. The honorable manner in which that respec- 
table body have been pleased to express their approba- 
tion of my cenduct, in the enterprize on Stony Point, 
must be very flattering to a young soldier; but while I 
experience every sensation arising frem a consciousness 
of having used my best endeavors to carry the orders of | 
my General into execution, I feel much hurt that I did | 
not, in my letter to him of the 17th of July, mention, 
among other brave and worthy efficers, the names of 
Lieutenant Colonel Sherman, Majors Hull, Murfree, and 
Posey, whose good conduct and intrepidity justly en- 
title them to that attention. Permit me, therefore, 
through your Excellency, to do them that justice now, 
which the state of my wound diverted me from in the 
first instance. And whilst I pay this tribute to real mer- 
it, I must not omit Major Noirmont de Luneville, a 
French gentleman,who (in the character of a volunteer) 
stept among the first for glory. I will only beg leave 
to add, that every officer and soldier belonging to the 
light corps, discovered a zeal and intrepidity that did, 
and ever will, secure success. Iam, with every senti- 
ment of esteem, &c. ANTHONY WAYNE. 
His Excellency, Joun Jar, President of Congress. 


ANTHONY WAYNE. 


[Jory 


In Congress, July 26th, 1779. 

Resolved, unanimously—That the thanks of Con- 
gress be given to his Excellency, Gen. Washington, for 
the vigilance, wisdom, and magnanimity, with which he 
has conducted the military operations of these States, 
and which are, among many other signal instances,man- 
ifested in his orders for the late glorious enterprise and 
successful attack on the enemy’s fortress on the banks 
of Hudson’s river. 

Resolved, unanimously—That the thanks of Congress 
be presented to Brigadier General Wayne, for his 
brave, prudent, and soldiery like conduct, in the spiri- 
ted and well conducted attack of Stony Point. 

Resolved, unanimously—That Congress entertain a 
proper sense ofthe good conduct of the officers and sol- 
diers under the command of Brigadier General Wayne, 
in the assault of the enemy’s works at Stony Point, and 
highly commend the coolness, discipline, and firm in- 
tegrity exhibited on the occasion. 

Resolved, unanimously—That Lieutenant Colonel 
Fleury and Major Steward, who, by their situation in 
leading the two attacks, had a more immediate oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing themselves, have, by their per- 
sonal achievements, exhibited a bright example to their 
brether soldiers, and merit, ina particular manner, the 
approbation and acknowledgment of the U. States. 

Resolved, unanimously—That Congress warmly ap- 
prove and applaud the cool, determined spirit with 
which Lieutenant Gibbon and Lieutenant Knox led on 
the forlorn hope, braving danger and death in the cause 
of their country. 

Resolved, unanimously—That a medal, emblematical 
of the action, be struck: That one of gold be presented 
to Brigadier General Wayne, and a silver one to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Fleury and Major Steward, respectively. 

Resolved, unanimously—That brevets of Captain be 
given to Lieutenant Gibbon and Lieutenant Knox. 

Resolved, unanimously—That the brevet of Captain 
be given to Mr. Archer, the bearer of the General’s let- 
ter, and volunteer aid to Brigadier General Wayne. 

Resolved, unanimously—That Congress approve the 
promises of reward made by Brigadier General Wayne, 
with the concurrence of the commander-in-chief, to the 
troops under his command. 

Resolved, unanimously—That the value of the milita- 
ry stores taken at Stony Point, be ascertained, and divi- 
ded among the gallant troops by whom it was reduced, 
in such manner and proportion as the Commander-in- 
chief shall prescribe. [Extract from the minutes. } 

CHAS. THOMSON, Sec’ry. 
From Major General Schuyler:— 
Saratoea, July 31st, 1779, 

Dear Sir—Yesterday I was honoured with a line from 


our amiable General, advising me of the reduction of 


Stony Point, and dwelling on the propriety with which 
it was exequted. It was not the least part of my satis- 
faction to learn that you conducted it; and I most sin- 
cerely congratulate you on the increase of honor which 
you have acquired. Such of the enemy as have hither- 
to held erroneous ideas of the bravery and military 
prowess of our troops, must now be perfectly convin- 
ced of their mistake. Pray make, net my cempliments 
only, but my love to Gen. St. Clair, and especially to 
that great and good man, General Washington, te whom 
we are all so much indebted. 

Iam, dear sir,most sincerely, your obdt. humble servt. 

Gen. Warne. P. SCHUYLER. 

From Dr. Benjamin Rush:— 
Parrapetpara, Aug. 6th, 1779. 

My Dear Sir—There was but one thing wanting, in 
your late successful attack upon Stony Point, to com- 
plete your happiness, and that is, the wound you recei- 
ved should have affected your hearing; for 1 fear you 
will be stunned, through those organs, with your own 
praises. Our streets, for many days, rung with nothing 
but the name of General Wayne. You are remember- 


| ed constantly next to our great and good Washington, 
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over our claret and madeira. _You have established the | of these distinguished honors belong to you? I answer, 
national character of our country—you have taught our | enough; and more than your feeble shoulders, or the 
enemies that bravery, humanity, and magnanimity, are | mitid ef any soldier on earth, is able to bear, witheut the 
the national virtues of the Americans. same aid that first led you up to the charge, but acd op- 

Accept, my dear sir, of my share of gratitude for the | erating ina different manner; nor is there less heroism 
honour and services you have done our cause and coun- | and true magnanimity requisite in supporting under 
try. Mrs. Rush joins in the offering, and when our lit- | and properly improving such signal honours, attended 
tle ones are able to repeat your name, we shall not fail | with her infectious train, than that which possessed the 
to tell them, in recounting the exploits of our Ameri- | breasts of your brave litle army, when contrasted to ev- 
can heroes, how much they are indebted to you, for {ry implement ofdeath. ‘‘Greateris he who ruleth his 
their freedom and happiness. own Spirit, urider every temptation, than he who taketli 

Adieu, my dear friend, and be assured of the sincere | a city.”” I have on purpose delayed this short cohgrat- 
affection of yours, most sincerely. ulatory letter} old-fashioned 1 designed it to be; in or- 





Gen, Warne. BENJAMIN RUSH. | der that time might be given for the evaporation of such 
Light Infantry Camp, near erial particles as generally mix with these of modern 
Fort Montgomery, 20th Sept. 1779. complexion; and whilst I rest assured of your candid 


Dear Rush,—Among the many congratulatory and construction, I beg you to believe the high sense I am 
friendly letters which I have lately received, none has | happy te possess of the obligations ef the public to 
given me greater pleasure than yours, of the 6th ult. your merit, and that of your gallant assistants; and that 

My highest ambition is to merit the good opinion of | £3, with every sentiment of gratitude and esteem, dear 
my country and the esteem of my friends—but I know General, your affectionate friend, and humble servant. 
so much of mankind, and I have so often experienced Gen. Warne. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
the vicissitude of fortune inthe field, that l hold the From Marquis de Lafayette: — 
plaudit of the giddy multitude, whose voice, like the Havre pe Grace, France, 
vane or weathercock, veers with every wind which October 7tb, 1779. 
blows, at little value,—as it but too often justifies the | Dear Sir—With the greatest pleasure I take this op- 


old adage, portunity of congratulating you on your admirable ex- 
*-On eagies’ wings immortal scandals fly, pedition at Stony Point. a 
Whilst virtuous actions are but born and die.” Besides the general and hearty satisfaction I feel from 


Thus you see, my friend, that I am not blinded by the | 2"y advantage which may bless the arms of my fellow 
sunshine of an hour and the fairness of the present gale; | American soldiers, 1 was particularly delighted in hear- 
but prepared to meet every adverse tempest with a be- | '"8 that this glorious affair had been conducted by my 
coming fortitude, regardless ef the momentary opinion | $004 friend, Gen. Wayne. ‘ 
of the werld. I trust that the rectitude of my heart will, | 1 beg, my dear Sir, you would present my compli- 
at one day, do justice to my character. ments to my friends and acquaintances in the army, and 
Present my best and kindest wishes to Mrs. Rush— | believe me, most affectionately, yours; , é 
tell her that I expect the honor of leading down a dance cr LAFAYETTE. 
with her this winter, and I sincerely hope that the plea- The Hon. Brigadier Gencral Warn. 
sure accompanying it may be wnalloyed with any idea Purtaperrata, 25th Oct. 1779. 
of danger, but in the full enjoyment of peace, liberty and 


Sir—I have the pleasure of transmitting youthe thanks 

safely. ps : of the General Assembly and the Executive Council of 

Till when, and ever, believe me yours, most sincere- | the State, for your meritorious and important services du- 

ys ANTHONY WAYNE, ring the campaign; and request you to communicate, in 
Doctor Rusu. 


some suitable manner, to the companions of your glory 
The following is a letter from the venerable and ven- and danger, the sense of the State on their conduct, as 
erated General John Armstrong, who, previously to the ee = = a ecient 
revolutionary war, had greatly distinguished himself in am, sir; with great esteem, your most obedient ser- 
expeditions against the Indians, and whohad been most | V8" JOSH. REED, President. 
honorably noticed by Pennsylvania, the state of his a- | Brigadier General Warne. 
deption, for his victory at the Indian villages on the Kit- In Couneil: 
tanning —the site of which is now contained within the 
limits ef a county which bears the name of Armstrong,in 
commemoration of the civil and inilitary services of that | to consideration the meritorious eth of Gen. Wayne; 
good, pious, and valuable man, who headed the Penn- | and the troops of the Pennsylvania line, tinder his com- 
sylvania militia in every important battle which was | mand; particularly in the attack on Stony Point, on the 
fought in that state, during the revolutionary war. | sixteenth day of July last, and come to the following 
It is presumed that no letter which Gen. Wayne re- | resolve, to wit: 
— on this occasion, was more gratifying to him than | In General Aegonetly of ns 
that from his aged and worthy friend, Gen. Armstrong. October 10th, 1779. 
No answer to it appears among the General’s Getnapn, The Assembly of Pennsylvania, taking into their cen- 
very many of which have fallen victims to time or acci- | sideration the services performed by General Wayne; 
dent. | and the officers and soldiers of the Pennsylvania line, in 
Parraretrata, 15th Sept. 1779. | the attack on Stony Poirit; and the recemmendation ef 
Near General—I consider you now, as your friends | the Supreme Executive Council, ‘ 
and ne generally do, a favourite in the dis- | Resolved, eoeeter: sat a — of -” = 
pensation of great and brilliant events, which the Su- | be giveri to Gen. Wayne, and the officers and soldiers 
preme ot sparingly Sacaniis. deeb at etbtbete of | of the Pennsylvania Sine, for the courage and coriduct 
the first natural firmness. Once in an age, or in the | displayed by them it the attack on Stony Point, the 


PHILADELPAIA, Oct. 20th, 1779: 
The Honorable House of Assembly, having taken in- 











course of some great revolution, Heaven marks out | honof they have reflected on the state to which they be-_ 


some particular leader for an acquisition like yours at | long, the clemency they showed to those in their pow- 
Stony Point. Not for the aggrandizement of the indi- | er, ina situation when, by the laws of war, and stimula- 
vidual; or making a feeble insect mad, (for you know | ted by resentment, occasioned by the temembrance of a 
the frailties of our nature, ) but rather for the illustration | former massacre, they would have been justified in put- 
of his own will; and approbation of the cause he has | ting to death every one of the garrison, will transmit 
vouchsafed to espouse, is this lustre thrown on the in- | their names with honor to the latest posterity, and will 
fant arms of America. You will then ask, what share | show that true bravery and humanity are inseparable. | 
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Resolved, That this resolution be transmitted to the 
supreme Executive Council, and that they be request- 
ed to transmit the same to Gen. Wayne, to be by him 
conveyed te the officers and soldiers of the Pennsylva- 
nia line, under his command in the attack above men- 
tioned. Signed, by order of the House, 

JOHN BAYARD, Speaker. 

Which has been duly communicated to this Board, 
and thereupon, ; 

Resolved, unanimously—That the supreme Executive 
Council do cheerfully concur therein, and give their 
thanks to General Wayne, and the troops of the Penn- 
sylvania line, for the bravery, humanity, and good con- 
duct displayed on the abeve occasion, in which they not 
only acquired most deserved applause, but have reflec- 
ted henour upon the state te which they belong. 

{Extract from the minutes. ] 
T. MATLACK, See’y. 


Marshall, in his life of Washington, says—“Although 
the design upon Fort Fayette had yielded to the desire 
of securing the success of the attack on Stony Point, it 
had not been abandoned. 

Two brigades, under the command of Gen. M‘Dou- 
gal, had been ordered to approach the enemy on the 
east side of the river, so as to be in readiness to attemp 
the works on Verplank’s, where-Col. Webster com- 
manded, the instant General Wayne should obtain pos- 
session of Stony Point. That his detachment might not 
permit the favorable moment to pass unimproved, Gen. 
Wayne had been requested to direct the messenger 
who should bring the intelligence of his success to the 
Commander-in-chief, to pass through M‘Dougal’s en- 
campment, and give him the earliest advice of that e- 
vent. Unfortunately, through some misconception, nev- 
er accounted for, the messenger despatched by Wayne 
did not call on General M’Dougal, but proceeded di- 
rectly to head quarters, then at New Windsor.” 


That inestimable man, the writer of Washington’s 
life, must have been misinformed as t6 the fact of either 
a request or order from the commander-in-chief, respec- 
ting the messenger which he mentions. 

The only possible mode by which Gen. McDougal, 
then with his command on the east side of the Hudson, 
could have obtained timely intelligence of Gen. Wayne 
being in possession of Stony Point on the west, must 
have proceeded from night signals, displayed either 
from the fort or its immediate vicinity. In fact, it would 
appear, that the only information, if any, eyer contem- 
plated te be sent to McDougal, that the Americans 
were in possession of the works, was transmitted in the 
voice of thunder from the mouths of British cannon, the 
moment of their capture, and which the gallant stormers 
instantly turned “against the enemy’s works at Ver- 
plank’s Point and their shipping, which slipped their ca- 
bles and immediately dropped down the river;”? which lat- 
ter circumstance alone, was proof conclusive, that “the 
fort and garrisen, with Colonel Johnson, are ours,” a 
knowledge which General McDougal, if really execu- 
ting his duty at the time, could not have failed acquiring 
from his own videttes or messengers. 

Further, “McDougal being on the east side of the 
Hudson, with two brigades, was ordered to be in rea- 
diness to attempt the works on Verplank, the instant 
General Wayne should ebtain possession of Stony 
Point.” 

Was it possible that a messenger, in the dead of night, 
and in the face of an enemy lining the opposite shore 
with his sentinels and guards, throwing all other casu- 
alties out of consideration, could have proceeded by a 
circuitous route ever land and water, and give General 
McDougal seasonable notice that Gen. Wayne was in 
‘possession of Stony Point.” 

It is presumed that these reasons alone will justify 
the assertion that Mr. Marshal] must have been misin- 
formed on this subject, because he is a man of too much 
honor and candour to haye attempted a resort to such 






means, either for the exculpation of General McDougal, 
or the inculpation of Gen. Wayne in this instance. 

Had General Wayne been accessary to an omission of 
a point of duty, which appears in the case above ani- 
madverted on, to be indirectly imputed to him, neither 
General Washington’s attachment to him, his gallant en- 
terprise, his wounded head, nor the confusion of the 
moment would have secured him against his General’s 
censure; yet not a word, not even an insinuation of the 
kind is discoverable in any public or private communi- 
cation from the commander-in-chief, on the subject of 
this enterprise, but altogether the reverse; the highest 
possible encomiums which a General could bestow on 
an officer, has Washington, from the beginning to the 
ending of the enterprize against Stony Point, bestowed 
on General Wayne. Encomiums which excited an en- 
vy that has survived the hero on whose military charac- 
ter they shed such a brilliant lustre. On this, as well as 
on many other occasions, his beloved commander erec- 
ted a moument fer him— 

“ere perennius 
Regalique situ pyramidum altius;” 

General Howe was ordered, within forty-eight hours 
after the capture of Stony Point, to proceed with M* 
Dougal’s detachment,to reduce the works on Varplank’s, 
which the Commander-in-chief, on the 16th, having 
carefully reconnoitered, from Stony Point, considered 
entirely practicable. But in this attempt he failed, says 
Mr. Marshall, “through some unaccountable negligence 
in the persons charged with the execution of the or- 
ders, the heavy artillery was not accompanied by suita- 
ble ammunition, and the necessary entrenching tools 
were not brought. These omissions were supplied the 
next day, but then it was too-late to proceed against 
Verplank’s. On receiving intelligence of the loss of 
Stony Point, and of the danger to which the garrison of 
Fort Fayette was exposed, Sir Henry relinquished his 
views on Connecticut, and made a forced march to 
Dobb’s Ferry. Some troops were immediately em- 
barked to pass up the river, and alight corps was push- 
ed forward to the banks of the Croton, for the purpose 
of overawing the detachment about to attack Colonel 
Webster. This movement, by rendering it necessary 
for Gen. Howe to retire into the Highlands, relieved 
Fort Fayette.” 

Truly, this fort must have been under the special pro- 
tection of Providence. However, it would appear that 
the omissions of General Howe, or those immediately 
under his command, in not previding suitable ammuni- 








| tion for the heavy cannon, and the necessary entrenching 


tools, were somewhat greater than the omission imputed 
to General Wayne’s messenger, in not travelling a cir- 
cuitous reute, by water and land, fer the purpose of 
telling M‘Dougal that ‘‘the fort and garrison, with Col. 
Johnston, are ours.” 

The American army not being in sufficient strength 
to furnish a competent garrison for the protection of 
Stony Point, and other purposes, it was evacuated, the 
cannon, stores. &c. removed, and the works almost en- 
tirely destroyed, on the night of the 18th of July, being 
the third night subsequently to their capture. Immedi- 
ately after this, Sir Henry repossessed himself of the 
post, repaired the fortifications, and stationed, for their 
defence, a much strenger garrisen than that which had 
previously occupied the fort, the command of which 
was assigned to Brigadier General Sterling. 

It was remarked by such of the cotemporaries of 
General Wayne as were intimately acquainted with 
him, that his presence of mind never forsook him in 
the most critical situations. Thé truth of which is ver- 
ified, at least, in the instance which tbe following letter 
records. 

This letter was discovered among the papers of the 
late General Wayne, carefully enveloped and sealed 
up, directed to a much esteemed friend, aud favored by 
a distinguished officer of the army, General William Ir- 
vine, who certainly would have delivered it, had the e- 





e 
z 
e 
: 
4 
= 
ae 
5 





Stil Age. 


LS aaah oF oon 
$0 ie aa? 


weg Ei a ey en 


a 
4 
@ 

2 





ae 


> 


ny Sahidaees 


nt 
rot ie re 


ars 


g 
3 
5 
‘ 
q 
g 
| 
~ 
4 

4 
z 





1829.] CANAL DOCUMENTS. 69 











vent occurred which the General contemplated. It al- 
so affords an evidence of his affectionate and honourable 
anxiety respecting his family, when its protector should 
be consigned to the mansion of the dead. ; 
Spring Sicels, 15th July, 1779, 
Half after nine o’clock, P. M. 
Near the hour and scene of Carnage. 

Dear Delany, —This will not reach your eye until the 
writer is no mere. The enclosed papers I commit, in 
their rough state, to your charge, that in case any un- 
generous reflections may hereafter drop from illiberal 
minds, my friend may be enabled to defend the char- 
acter and suppé6rt the honour of the man who loved him, 
and who fell in defence of his country and the rights of 
mankind. 

You have often heard me default the supineness and 
unworthy torpidity into which Congress were lulled, 
and that it was my decided opinion this would be asan- 
guinary campaign, in which many of the choicest spir- 
its, and much of the best blood in America would be 
lost, owing to the parsimony and neglect of Cengress.— 
If ev er any prediction was true, it is this; and if ever a 
great and a good man was surrounded with a choice of 
difficulties, it is General Washington. I fear the conse- 
quence; I see clearly that he will be compelled to make 
other attempts and efforts, in order to save his country; 


that his numbers will not be adequate, and that he may | 


also fall a sacrifice to the folly and parsimony of our 
worthy rulers. 

I know that friendship will induce you to attend te the 
education of my little son and daughter. 1 fear that 
their tender mother will not survive this stroke; do go 
and comfort her—tell her that her children claim her 
kindest offices and protection. 

My best and sincere wishes to Mrs. D*****, and to all 
friends. Iam ealled to supper, but where to break- 
fast’—either within the enemy’s lines in triumph, or in 
another world; then farewell, my best and dearest 
friend, and belieye me, to the last moment, yours, most 
sincerely, ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Smarpe Derany, Esq. 

The papers which the General mentions, as having 
been enclosed in this letter,principally consisted of doc- 
uments on which he rested the propriety of declining 
a command in the Pennsylvania line, subordinate to 
that which he had enjoyed for nearly two years, with- 
out his haying originally solicited it. Those papers 
were therefore intended to be left in the hands of a 
friend, to shield his memory from any false injurious 
representation of his motives in the instance mentioned. 

The wound which General Wayne received at the 
storming of Stony Point, was inflicted by a musket ball, 
just after his having passed the last abbatis, near the fort. 
It struck his forehead, and grazed the skull nearly two 
inches in length, under the hair. He instantly fell, and 
as quickly rose on one knee, and immediately exclaim- 
ed, ‘forward, my brave fellows, forward!”’-—then, ina 
suppressed voice, addressed his aids, ‘‘assist me, if mor- 
tally wounded, I will die in the fort.’”’ The General and 
his aids triumphantly entered the fort, amongst the 
foremost of the gallant treops: 

‘Who, while they felt the whistling pall, 

Tore the proud standard from the vanquished wall.” 
The infantry cap which the General wore on that night, 
and which was perforated by the ball that struck him, 
was beaver, i a crest neatly ornamented with 
white horse hair, ‘The cap was long and piously pre- 
served by his family; but ultimately it fell a victim to 
fire, which, by some means, was unfortunately, commu- 
nicated to the closet in which it, together with other 
tmilitary apparatus, had been carefully deposited. 

Although General Wayne, during the revolutionary 
war, received several wounds, yet in no instance would 
he permit his name to be returned as among the wound- 
ed. The ane which he received at Steny Point in a 
few days suppurated, which was followed by a partial 


exfolation;—this speedily ceased, the wound healed, | 








and he was again ready for active service. The cica: 
trice occasioned by this occurrence was not visible, un- 
less when the hair was separated for the purpose of ren+ 
dering it so. 

It is hoped that the detail and number ef letters pre- 
sented on this occasion, will neither fatigue the reader, 
nor disappoint the pleasure which he may have anticipa- 
ted from their perusal, 
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Extracts from the Report of the superintendant on the 
Detawake Division, of the Pennsylvania Canal, 20th 
November, 1828. 

The statement of Mr. Sargent, the engineer on this 
division annexed to this report, shows the probable a- 
mount of work remaining to be done, with an estimate 
of what the same will cost at contract prices.I have also 
added a general recapitulation of the whole, towhich is 
annexed a comparison between the original estimate 
of the engineer and the ameunt at contract prices, with 
a view to conform as near as possible with the requisi- 
tion of the fourth section of the act of 16th of April, 
1827. 

By a reference to the statements, it will be seen that 
since the 13th October, 1827, 106 sections of about half 
a mile each, making nearly 534 miles of canal, together 
with the basin at Bristol, and all the mechanical work 
of every description, with the exception, of houses for 
the accommodation of lock-keepers, have been con- 
tracted for; 37 of those sections have been completed 
in a handsome and satisfactory manner, and the remain. 
der as far as section 87, are progressing with steadi- 
ness and energy; those let on the 18th of the present. 
month, will be commenced immediately. 

With the exception of six waste wiers, which are 
completed, and some work on culverts and bridge abut- 
ments, nothing has yet been paid on account of any part 
ef the mechanical work, that has been let at different 
times thro’thé summer,and the necessity of procuring suit- 
able timber for every part thereof,frem the country up,the 
Delaware, rendered it indispensable that the contractors 
should have it in their power to avail themselves of the 
spring freshet in the river for that purpose; it was there- 
fore, distinctly stipulated at the time of making the con- 
tracts, that all the materials should be procured this, 
fall and winter, so that the work might be commenced: 
on the line as early next spring as the season would ad: 
mit of. 

About six miles, with the mechanical. work on it, 
enly remains to extend the line from Bristol to Easton; 
that will be advertised for contract whenever the board. 
see proper to direct it to be done. 

In closing this report it gives me no small pieasure to’ 
state, that with the exception of the prevalence of sick- 
ness to a very unusual degree in the neighborhood,. 
throughout the latter part of the summer, and in which 
the engineer corps-have suffered severely, so far, the 
steady and uniform progress of the work has been im- 
peded by but few of those difficulties generally attend- 
ant upon works of its magnitude. No losses or extra 
expenses have in any case occurred to the state, and 
but rarely to individuals; for although the prices at 
which the work has been contracted for and executed,. 
are justly esteemed low, yet by presevering industry 
and rigid economy, the contractors have, with one or 
two trifling exceptions been able to complete their jobs. 
in a workmanlike and satisfactory manner. Indeed, it 
is due to them and to the hands employed on the line,, 
to state distinctly, that their uniform good conduct has. 
happily dissipated those unpleasant apprehensions 
which not a few entertained, previously to the com- 
mencement of the work, and been the means. of allay- 
ing many of the prejudices against it. — 

Respectfully submitted, 
TH. G. KENNEDY. 
Canal Office, Delaware Division, Superintendent, 
November 20, 1828. 
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STATEMENT 


Shewing the amount of work, now under contract, and 
remaining to be done on the Delaware division of the 
Pennsylvania canal, carefully estimated and calculat- 
ed at contract prices. 


On Section, Dolls. Cts. 
1. The basin, pier and tide lock at Bristol 
—lift locks No.1,2 and 8—culvert No.1 
turnpike bridge No. 1 fencing and all 
the grubbing, excavation and embank- 
ment of the section, 29,154 41 
2. Road bridge No. 2, and fencing, 708 39 
3. Farm bridge No. 3, and fencing, culvert 
No 2, and waste wier No. 1, 1,614 45 
4. Fencing, 263 60 
5. Read bridge No. 4 and 5, fencing, 1,138 23 
6. Road bridge No.6 fencing & lock No.4, 4,581 22 
7. Farm bridge No. 7 fencing and culvert 
No. 3, 1,161 69 
8. Farm bridge No, 8 fencing and culvert 
No. 4 1,171 55 
9. Farm bridge No. & and 10, fencing and 
culvert No. 5, 1,314 19 
10. Road bridge No. 11, and fencing, 648 80 
11, Road bridge No. 12, fencing and culvert 
No. 6, 1,083 27 
12. Fencing and culvert No. 7, 940 22 
13. Read and turnpike bridge No. 13 & 14, 
and fencing, 1,194 93 
14,- Farm bridge No. 15, and fencing, 373 24 
15. Road bridge No. 16 and fencing, 649 78 
16. Farm and turnpike bridge No. 17 & 18, 
and fencing, 1,236 80 
17. Road bridge No. 19, and fencing, 511 60 
18. Farm bridge No. 20 & 21, and fencing, 619 08 
19, Road bridge No. 22, fencing, 622 23 | 56 
20. Road bridge No. 23, fencing and about 
2985 cubic yards of very hard rock Ex- 
cavation, 2,519 55 | 
21. Road bridge No. 24, and fencing, . 770 79 
22. Road and foot bridge No. 25 and 26 and 58 
fencing and culvert No. 8, 1,202 17 
23. Foot bridge No. 27, fencing 360 56 
24. Fencing and 100 yards of embankment 
at a spring run, 245 60 
25. Road bridge No. 28, and fencing 668 41 
26. and 27. Fencing 467 20} 60 
28. Farm bridge No. 29 and fencing, & lock | 
No. 5 4,293 36 | 61 
29. Farm and road bridge No. 30 & 31 and 
fencing culvert No.9 and aqueduct No.1 3,004 79 
30. Farm bridge No. 32 and 33, andfencing 595 20 | 62 
31. Road bridge No. 4 and fencing and lock 
No. 6 4,414 51 
32. Road and farm bridge No. 35 and 36, 
and fencing, and lock No. 7, and some 
excavation and embankment at Slack’s 
run 5,206 35 | 64 
33. Road and farm bridge No.37 and 38 and 
fencing,and some embankment at waste 
weir No. 5 962 17 | 65 
34. Farm bridge No.39 & 40 and fencing S77 92 
35. Farm bridge No.41 and fencing and ac- 
queduct No. 2 3,355 52 | 66 
36. Farm bridge No. 42 and 43 and fencing 528 72 | 
$78,127 50 | 67 
37. Farm and road bridge No. 44 & 45 and 
fencing 720 54 
38. Farm bridge No. 46 and fencing, and 
some grubbing and excavation 630 51 
39. Farm bridge No. 47 and 48 and fencing 555 48 
4), Farm bridge No 49 and 50 and fencing 
and grubbing and earth and rock exca- 
vation 1,675 18 
41. Road and foot bridge No. 51 & 52, and 








fencing aqueduct No. 3, and 1573 cubic 
yds., acqueduct embankment in section 








3,831 08 





On Section, 
42 Fencing and excavation, embankment 


and protection wall eutside 

Road bridge No 53 fencing and extava- 
tion embankment and protection wall 
outside 

Farm bridge No 54 and fencing and ex- 
cavation 

Fencing ; 

Farm bridge No 55 & fencing, grubbing, 
excavation and embankment 

Fencing, grubbing,excavation, embank- 
ment, and protection wall outside 

Fencing, excavation and embankment 
and protection wall outside 

Roac bridge No 56 and fencing, locks 
No 8 and 9 excavation and embank- 
ment and protection wall outside 


Road and farm bridge No 57 and 58 and 
fencing lock No 10 and 11 aqueduct 
No 4 culvert No 10 and excavation 

Road bridge No 59 and 60 and fencing, 
grubbing, excavation and embankment 

Road bridge No 61 and fencing, culyert 
No 11 and grubbing, excavation and 
embankment 

Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

Farm bridge No 62 fencing, culvert No 
12 grubbing, excavation and embank- 
ment 
Farm bridge No 63 fencing, grub- 
bing excavation and embankment 

Farm biidge No 64 and fencing, grub- 
bing, excavation and embankment 

Road bridge No 65 and fencing, culvert 
No 13 waste wier No 8 grubbing exca- 
vation & embankment and wall outside 
Farm bridge No 66 and 67 and fencing, 
grubbing, excavation and embankment 
and wall outside 

Farm bridge No 68 and fencing, waste 
wier No 9 grubbing,excavation and em- 
bankment, and wall outside 

Fencing, grubbing, excayation and em- 
bankmentand wall outside 

Road bridge No 69 and fencing, culvert 
No 14 grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment and wall outside. 
Fencing, culvert No 15 and grubbing,ex- 
cavation and embankment and wall out 
side 
Farm bridge No 70 fencing, lock No 12, 
grubbing, excavation and embankment 
and wall outside 
Farm bridge No 71 fencing,aqueduct No 
5 grubbing, excavation & embankment 

and wall outside 

Fencing, waste weir No. 10, grubbing, 
excavation, and embankment and wall 
outside 
Road bridge, No. 72, fencing, locks No 

13 and 14 waste weir No 11, grubbing 
excavation,embankment&wall outside 

Farm bridge No 73 and 74 fencing, a- 

queduct No 6, grubbing, excavation & 
embankmentand wall outside 

Farm bridge No75 fencing, grubbing,ex- 

cavation & embankment & wall outside 

Farm bridge, No 76 fencing, waste weir 

No 12 grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment and wall outside 


70 Fencing, grubbing, excavation, and em- 


bankment and wall outside 


71 Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 


bankment and wall outside 
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72 Farm bridge No 77 and 78 fencing, locks 
No 15 and 16, waste weir No 13 grub- 
bing, excavation and embankment 

73 Farm bridge No 79 fencing. grubbing, 
excavation and embankment 

74 Fencing, lock No 17, grubbing, excava- 
tion andembankment , 

75 Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

76 Farm and road bridge No. 80 and 81,fen- 
cing aqueduct No 7 grubbing, excava- 
tion and embankment 

77 Farm bridge No 82, fencing waste weir 
No 14 grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

78 Farm and road bridge No 83 and 84,fen- 
cing, grubbing, excavation and embank- 
ment 

79 Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

80 Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

81 Farm bridge No 85, fencing, lock No 18 

bbing, excavation and embankment 

82 Fencing, grubbing, excavation and em- 
bankment 

83 Farm bridge No 86, fencing, grubbing, 
excavation and embankment 

84 Farm bridge No 87, fencing, grubbing, 
excavation and embankment 

85 Farm bridge No 87, a fencing lock No 
19, waste wier No 15, grubbing, excava- 
tion and embankment 

86 Farm bridge No 87 b and 87 c grubbing, 
excavation and embankment 

87 Farm bridge 88, fencing, grubbing, ex- 
cavation, embankment 

88 Farm and road bridge 89 and 90, fencing 
grubbing, excavation, 

89 pes and road bridge 91 and 92, fencing 
and excavation 

90 Farm bridge 93 and 94, fencing, culvert 
No 16, grubbing, excavation, embank- 
ment 

91 Farm bridge 95, fencing waste weir No 
16, grubbing, excavation, embankment 

92 Fencing, grubbing, excavation, embank- 


ment 

93 Farm bridge 96, fencing, grubbing, ex- 
cavation, embankment and protection 
wall outside 

94 Fencing, grubbing, excavation, embank- 
ment and protection wall outside 

95 Farm bridge 97, fencing lock No 20, 
grubbing, excavation, embankment and 
protection wall outside 

96 Farm bridge 98, fencing aqueduct No 8, 
grabbing, excavation, embankment and 
protection wall outside 

97 Farm and road bridge 99 and 100, fen- 
cing, grubbing, excavation 

98 Road bridge 101, fencing, grubbing, ex- 
cavation 

99 Road bridge 102, fencing culvert Ne 17 
waste wier No 17, grubbing, excava- 
tion, embankment and protection wall 
outside 

100 Fencing lock No 21, aqueduct No 9. 
culvert No 18, grubbing, excavatien, 
embankment & protection wall outside 

101 Road bridge 103, fencing, grubbing, ex- 
cavation, embankment 

102 Farm and road bridge 104 and 105, fen- 
cing, grubbing, excavation 

103 Fencing,grubbing,excayation, embank- 
ment aad protected wall outside 

104 Fencing waste wier No 18, grubbing, 





9,174 81 
3,006 08 
8,471 39 
2,257 52 


7,372 80 
7,505 88 


4,156 64 

993 60 
2,153 48 
6,452 67 
1,327 68 
2,245 28 
2,282 74 


6,431 61 
3,365 10 
3,799 00 
2,011 10 
1,851 00 


3,966 00 
2,146 66 
3,304 00 


7,041 50 
- 13,640 40 


19,995 00 


12,744 70 
2,310 00 
3,162 50 


12,082 10 


17,319 34 
1,759 65 
2,004 93 
3,829 50 





excavatien, embankment and protection 
wall outside 

105 Fencing culvert No 19, grubbing, ex- 
cavation, embankment and protection 
wall outside 

106 Fencing, grubbing, excavation,embank- 
ment and protection wall outside 


11,804 30 


12,121 50 
22,047 60 


So 


158,940 78 


$520,564 05 








To the Superintendant of the Delaware Division of the 
Pennsylvania Canal. 

Srr—tIn compliance with the instructions from the 
board of canal commissioners, which were communica- 
ted by you on the Ist instant, I herewith transmit an es- 
timate at contract prices, of the amount of work re- 
maining to be done, from section 1 to 106, inclusive,ex- 
tending from Bristol to a point near Godfrey Raub’s, 
an about six miles south of the Lehigh at Easton. In 
making this estimate, I have included under the head of 
each section, all the mechanical work that will occur, 
also the amount of cubic yards of excavation, embank- 
ment, rock or hardpan, as nearly as the different items 
can be determined previous to the execution of the 
work, which, on a few sections, isnot commenced. It 
is, therefore, probable that the completion of the work 
may change the amount of different items, but it is con- 
fidently believed, that the sum total cannot be materi- 
ally affected. 

H. G. SARGENT, Engineer. 

Canal Office, Delaware _ ts 

November 20, 1828. 


General Recapitulation. 


Amount paid for work of 
sections from 1 to 36 incl. 





$70,275 81 

do do 37 to49 do. 24,289 75 

do do 50to86 do. 3,896 60 
——98,462 14 

do on culverts 579 08 

do waste wiers 1,443 02 

do bridges 573 64 
2,595 74 


Total amount paid for work done 
up to 20th November, 1828, 


$101,057 88 
Amount retained till comple- 
tion on sections 4,722 23 
do do on culverts 90 00 
do do on bridges 137 00 
Total amount retained $4,949 23 


Amount of work remaining 


to be done from section 1 to36 incl. 78,127 50 
do do do 37to49 de. 35,975 17 
do do do 50 to 86 do. 247,520 60 


do do do 87 to 106do. 158,940 78 
Amount required to complete the — 
work now under contract 520,564 05 
Add the am’t already pd as above 101,057 88 
To which add am’t retained do. 4,94925 











106,007 11 
Total cost of canal from section ————_ 
1 to 106 inclusive, at contract prices $626,571 16 
To which add original estimate of the engi- 
neer, for the remaining 6 miles—see his re- 
port of August 20th, 1827, viz: 
Cost of sections 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, in that 
rep. estimated for 4 ft water 102,070 81 


Add for additional cost of 5 do 4,000 00 

Add for lockage and wastewiers 12,500 00 
on said six miles 

do. dam across Lehigh 6,000 00 





——124,570 81 


Add 10 per cent. 12,457 08 
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Total cost of the canal from Bristol to sata 

Easton, from the foregoing data 763,599 05 

From which deduct the amount paid on ¢ 101,057 88 
work as above 








Sum necessary to complete the work $662,541 17 

Note.-—Damages, houses for the accommodation of 
lock keepers and current contingent expenses, not hav- 
ing been estimated, are consequently not embraced in 
the foregoing recapitulation. 


Comparison between the original estimate of the Engineer 
é and the actual contract prices. 
Total cost of canal from Easton to Bristol, é . 
see engineers report of 20th Aug.1827, $686,596 77 
To which add for additional cost of locks&) 
road bridges, on the plan adopted, over 
that on which the original catimate ( | 64,575 00 
was predicated 
Add for fencing on the river sections, not 
included in the original estimate, but 
included in the amount at contract pri- 





ces, as a protection in either of fencing 3,840.00 
or wall, to an equal amount will be ne- 
cessary in those places, 

Original estimate 755,011 77 


Total cost of canal at contract prices from 
section 1 to 106 incl. & at the original esti- 
mate from thence toe Easton,see ab. recap. 763,599 05 





Deficit in original estimate $8,587 28 





UNSEATED LANDS. 


Report of the committee on the Judicary System, relative 
to the sale of unseated lots of ground in the several 
towns, boroughs and cities. 


House of Representatives—Read Jan. 10, 1829. 


Mr. Mallery, from the committee on the Judiciary 
System, to whom was referred the resolution concern- 
ing the sale of unseated lots of ground, in the several 
towns, boroughs and cities, made the following report, 
which was read, viz: 

That they have carefully examined the subject con- 
tained in said resolution, and find, that under the pro- 
visions of the twenty-fifth section of the act of the 11th 
of April, 1799, and of the second section of the act of 
the 3d of April, 1804, all unseated lands, within this 
commonwealth, held by individuals, companies, or bo- 
dies corporate, either by improvement, warrant, patent 
or otherwise, shall for the purpose of raising county 
rates and levies, be valued and assessed as other prop- 
erty. And by the act of the 13th of March, 1815, the 
treasurer of the proper county, is directed to make sale 
of the whole, ur any part of such tracts of unseated lands, 
as will pay the arrearages of taxes, levied by the provi- 
sions of the acts aforesaid. Every species of unseated 
real property, is clearly included within the words, ai/ 
unseated lands, and certainly within the intention of the 
legislature. Indeed it is difficult to conceive what words 
of more comprehensive import could have been used 
by'the legislature, than those found in the acts refer- 
red to. 

It may be observed, that the liability to taxation does 
not depend upon the quantity contained in any given 
tract, nor could any such distinction be made, while the 
commonwealth has granted land in any quantity, from 
one thousand acres, to one acre, or the fraction of an 
acre. 

Under the present laws, any portion of land held by 
an individual, &c. may be assessed, and sold for the 
payment of taxes, provided the same be unseated. 

Unseated lots of ground could not be assessed as sea- 
ted, and we are not to presume, that the legislature 
omitted to make provision fer the taxation of this de- 
scription of property, in defiance of the broad and gen- 





LY 
I 





eral language of the law. The eighth section of the 
act of the 11th of April, 1799, in enumerating the kinds 
of seated property liable to assessment, mentions hou- 
ses and lots of ground; but the words taken in connex- 
ion with the following part of the sentence, plainly mean 
that the house, and the land connected with it, shall be 
assessed together as seated; and can bave no influence 
in giving a construction to the twenty-fifth section of 
the same act. 

The act of the 28th March, 1814, directing all vacant 
lots and pieces of ground in the city and county of Phil- 
adelphia, to be sold for the payment of al] taxes as un- 
seated land, should not be considered as a legislative 
construction of the law that unseated lots in other parts 
of the state, could not be sold for the payment of coun- 
ty rates and levies. It would be difficult to make further 
provisions upon this subject, without such an expres- 
sion of legislative opinion, as might affect the rights of 
individuals, even if any doubt existed in the case; but in 
the opinion of the committee, there exists -no necessity 
for any further enactment. 

The committee therefore respectfully offer the fel- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from any 
further consideration of the subject. 


DISCOVERY AND INTRODUCTION OF 
ANRHRACITE COAL. 


Discovery and Introduction of Schuylkill coal—Anthra- 

cite—Stone coal of Schuylkill county. 

We are led to believe that the following history of 
the use and intreduction of Anthracite in Pennsylvania, 
will not be uninteresting to our readers. This coal 
was known to exist in this neighbourhoed more than 
forty years ago; and some search was made, but the 
coal found being so very different from any which was 
previously known, it was net thought to be of any val- 
ue, and the search was abandoned. It is supposed to 
be forty years since a blacksmith by the name of Whet- 
stone, found coal and used them in his smithshop. At 
a very early period, Judge Cooper declared his belief 
of the existence of coal in this district and the Messrs. 
Pott’s explored various places along the old Sunbury 
road, but,success did not attend their operations. A Mr. 
William Morris, afterwards became the proprietor of 
most of the coal lands at the head of our canal; he found 
coal, and took some quantity to Philadelphia, about the 
year 1800; but all his efforts to bring then into use, fail- 
ed, and he abandoned the project, and sold his lands to 
Mr. Pott. 

It does not appear that much netice was taken of the 
coal from the time of Whetstone,and the search made by 
Messrs. Pott’s, until about twenty years ago; when a 
person by the name Peter Bastrus, a blue dyer, in 
building the valley forge, found coal in the tail race.— 
About the same time, a Mr. David Berlin, a blacksmith, 
in this neighbourhood, permanently commenced and 
intreduced the use of stone coal in the smith’s forge, 
and continued te use and instruct others in their 
use fer many years afterwards. But few persons, 
however, could be induced to use them; prejudice 
and eld habits again became victorious, and appear 
to have held undisputable sway until about the year 
1812, when Mr. George Shoemaker, a resident of this 
town, and Niche Allen,discoverened coal, on a piece of 
land, they had purchased, now called Centreville. Al- 


len soon became disheartened, and gave up the concern | 


to Shoemaker, who, receiving encouragement from 
some gentlemen in Philadelphia, got out a quantitiy of 
coal, and teok nine wagon loads to Philadelphia. Here 
again, our coal met with a host of opposition. On two 
wagon loads, Mr. S. got the carriage paid, the others 
| he gave away to persons who would attempt to use 
|them. The result was against the coal; those whe 
| tried them, pronounced them stone and not coal, good 
| for nothing, and Shoemaker an impostor. At length 
| after a multitude of disappointments, and when Shoe- 
maker was about to abandon the coal and return home, 
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Messrs. Mellon and Bishop, of Delaware county,made an 
experiment with some of the coal in their rolling mill, 
and found them succeed beyond expectation, and 
to be a highly valuable and useful fuel. The result of 
their experiments was published at the time in the 
Philadelphia papers. Some experiments with the coal 
were made in the works at the falls of Schuylkill, 
but without success. Mr. Wernwag, the manager at 
the Phenix works at French creek. also made trial of 
our coal, and found them eminently useful. From that 
time forward, the use of the coal spread rapidly, and 
now bids fair to become a most important and valuable 
branch of trade, and to produce results highly benefi- 
cial to the interests of Pennsylvania generally. 

The foregoing statement may appear minute, but it 
is due to the individuals who laboured to force upon 
us the great benefits which coal is and will be to our 
state. Weare aware that the credit of pointing out 
the use, and perhaps of discovering the Anthracite, 
has been claimed by, and awarded to, individuals in an- 
other part of our state: but itis within the knowledge 
of many, that those individuals joined in pronouncing 
the coal good for nothing. We have abundant testimo- 
ny also for the facts and dates we have given; from 
which it appears, that to Mr. David Berlin, George Sboe- 
maker, and Messrs. Mellon and Bishop, are we indebt- 
ed for the discovery of the use and introduction of our 
anthracite or stone coal.—Miner’s Journal. 


FROM MANUSCRIPTS 


IN POSSESSION OF THE AMER. PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS ON DELAWARE. 
An order concerning Lands on Delaware River and Bay. 
By THe GovERNOR 
: By virtue of the authority under 
his Royal Highnesse I doe hereby desire and require all 
persons that have or claim any Land in Delaware river 
and bay that they do without delay or as soon as conveni- 
ently my bee make adue return to the Clerk of the 
Court in whose jurisdiction said land lyes of such their 
land quantity and situation according to the surveys 
Platts or Cards hereof and said courts to make a re- 
turn of the whole unto me and whether seated and im- 
proved that allsuch wanting graunts or pattents may 
have them dispatched and sent this order to be pub- 
lished in the several courts which to take care therein 
and surveyor also to give notice and see it be observed 
where he shall know or find the defect actum in New 
York this 13th of August 1677 E. ANDROSS. 


An order appointing MrEphraim Harman to receive Quit 
Rents. 
Br rae GoveRNOoR 

By virtue of the authority under | 
his Royal Highness I do hereby constitute and appoint | 
you Mr. Ephraim Harman to bee receiver of Quit rents 
in Delaware river in the jurisdiction of New Castle and 
upland Courts for which to give due discharges and 
keep an exact account to be sent here by the first of 
May made up to the 25 of March afore for which this 
shall be your sufficient warrant to continue for the space 
of one whole year er till further order actum in New 
York this 15th August 1677 E. ANDROSS. 


Commission for Capt Christopher Billop to be Commander 
in Delaware river and Bay 
Epmonp Anpross ke. 

By virtue of the authority derived unto 
me under his Royal Highness I do hereby constitute 
and appoint you Capt Christopher Billop to be com- 
mander in Delaware river and Bay you are therefore to 
take cate that the militia in the several places be well 
armed duly exercised and kept in good order and dis- 
cipline and the officers and soldiers thereof are requir- 
ed to obey you as their Commander and yourself to ob- 
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serve such orders and directions as yeu shall from time 
to time receive from me or other superior officers ac- 
cording to the trust reposed in you Given under my 
hand and seale in New Yorke this 14th day of August 
1677 EDMD. ANDROSS 
To Capt Christopher Billop 


A letter to the Justices of the Court at New Castle in 
Delaware. 
New York, August 14th, 1677. 

GENTLEMEN 

This is by Capt Billop who goes to re- 
leive Capt Collier and to be commander of the militia 
and fforces in the River and Bay and to take care as 
chief officer and accordingly to determine any differ- 
ence and order guards and guard places as occasion and 
will presently for the out farms or plantations in 
New Castle bounds, he is also sub collector and Mr. Har- 
mans Clerk of ye customse I have also by Mr. Ephraim 
Herman returned you the old records the confusedness 
or ill order of which I can in no ways remedy butt that 
Mr Tom the then clerk do forthwith put ye same in or- 
der & write or cause them to be fairly coppyed in a fitt 
book and attested by him and answer for any defects 
I intend making up your court again next month, the 
usual time when you may also expect one of our Law 
Books, as the penal Bonds or such like cases of Equity 
itt is the custom and practice of courts here to hear and 
judge thereof according te Equity wch you may observe 
is allowed by Law I find no need ofa general or high 
court. In the River every court having power to make 
fitting rates for the high ways poor or other necessarys 
as is practised in England and unless otherwise ordered 
by said court the clerk proper to be receiver and pay 
all by orders of court for wch your need no further au- 
thority or directions from the Governor than former or- 
ders and rules for keeping due accoumpts to be yearly 
examined and past in court and copies remitted here— 
You may appoint a vendue master he giving good secu- 
rity and not to take above six percent Which I shall 
be ready to confirme. 

Pray take care and fitting orders for ordinarys that 
they be fitt persons duly licensed and well provided ac- 
cording to Law and that none else bee admitted to re- 
taille which is all at present from your affectionate 
ffriend — E, ANDROSS 
in Order appointing Mr. Walter Wharton To be sur- 

veyor In Delaware Bay and river 
By Taz Governour 

Whereas 1 have and do hereby by virtue of the au- 
thority derived unto me under his Royall Highness ap- 
point Mr. Walter Wharton to be surveyor in Delaware 
Bay and river I do hereby consent to allow and author- 
ise his receiving for surveying of every fifty acres and 
under ten shillings above fifty acres and under one 
hundred Twenty shillings above one hundred acres and 
under one hundred and fifty Thirty shillings and so 
proportionabley for any greater quantity and no more 
giving to the persons for whom any lands shall be sur- 
veyed a survey platt or card ef said lands and te make 
due returns of the same unto the office of records said 
persons also to find boat or horse or allow it and other 
travelling fitting charges of ye surveyor All Lands 
to be carefully Laid out from the water side if it may be 
or so as not to hinder any or be prejudiciall to adjacent 
lands and to lay out fitting high ways er convenient 
roads Given under my hand in New Yorke this 14th 
day of August 1677. E. ANDROSS 


A letter to the Justices or Magistrates of the County of 
few Castle 
GentiemeN I have writ to the Commander and this 
is to acquaint you also that having his Royall Highnes- 
ses leave for my occasions this winter so as to return in 
the spring all things being well through the whole gov- 
ernment I intend God willing going home in a ship here 
bound for Lendon leaving all things to remain in all 
parts of the government as then settled and therefore 
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recommend your being very vigilant and carefull (wch ber now it being sufficiently known that the said Alex- 


1 will not doubt) for the due administration of justice in 
your several stations particularly that inferiour officers 
do their duty for the good and quiet of their respective 
places according to Law any appeals to be to the Court 
of Assizes which or extraordinarys may be to the Secreta- 
ry Capt. Nicolls here and if occasion to be conmunica- 
ted to the Councell. lam your affectionate friend to | 
serve you -— E. ANDROSS | 

One of the same tenor and date sent to the Justices 
or Magistates of the Co’rt of Upland and another to 
those of the Whorekills ° 





Commission for Capt Antho: Brockhold to be Commander | 
of Fort James &c 

Epmonnv Anpross Ese 

By virtue of his maj’ties Lett’r pattents and the 
Commission and authority given unio me by his Royal 
Highness I doe hereby constitute and appoint you Capt 
Antho. Brockhold to be commander of ffort James as 
also of the militia of this city Long Island and Depen- 
dences during my absence or till further order You 
are therefore to be very careful in your duty for his 
maj’tees and Royall Highnesses service according to 
the trust reposed in you and to observe such orders and 
directions as you shall from time to time receive from me 
or other your superior officers and all inferiour officers 
and Soldiers are required to obey you as their Com- 
mander and cheif officer according to the rules and 
Discipline of Warr Given under my hand and seale in 
New Yorke this 7th day of November 1677 

E. ANDROSS 


Commission for the Justices of the Whore Kills. 

Epmonp Anpross Ese &c 

By virtue of his maj’tees letters Pattent and the 
Commission and authority unto me given by his Royall 
Highness I doe hereby in his maj’tees name Constitute 
appoint and authorize you Holmanus Wiltbunck Henry 
Smith Alexander Molesteyn Edwd Southeron Paul 
Mash John Barkstead and Jno. Roads to be Justices of 
the peace at the Whore Kill and Dependences and any 
four or more of you to be a coart of Judicature And in 
case of sickness absence or otherwise of the flirst &c 
the next in Commission to preside Giveing you and 
every of you full power to act in said employment ac- 
cording to law and former practice of which all persons 
concerned are to take notice and give you the due res- 
pect and obedience belonging to your places in Dis- 
charging your duty This Commission to be of force for 
the space of one year after the date hereof or till fur- 
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ander D. Himesa then governor was in Hostillity agt. his 
majesty for which reason all his Estate stands confisca- 
ted Know yee that by virtue of the Commission and 
authority unto me given and in consideration of the 
good services performed by Capt John Carr in Storm- 
ing and reduceing the Fort at Delaware have thought 
fitt to give and grant and by these presents do give rat- 
ify confirm and grant unto Capt John Carr the afore re- 
cited peice or parcell of meadow valley or marsh ground 
with all and singular the appurtenances ‘To have and 
to hold the said piece or parcell of meadow valley or 
marsh ground unto the said Capt John Carr his heirs 
and assigns for ever yielding and paying therefore year- 
ly and every year unto his maj’tees use one Bushel and 
a half of Wheat as a quit rent when it shall be demand- 
ed by such person or persons in authority as his majesty 
shall please to establish and empower in Delaware Riv- 
er in the parts and plantations adjacent Given under 
my hand and seale at Fort James in New York on the 
Island Manhatans the Ist of January in the 19th year of 
his majesty’s Reign Annog Domini 1667 


A Confirmation Granted unto Thomas Wollaston James 
Crawford Herman Otto and Gerrard Otto for a Certain 
Island in Delaware River 

Ricnarp Nicorts Esq 

Whereas there is a certain Island situate lying and 
being in Christeen Kill or creek in Delaware river com- 
monly called or known by the name of Swarton Natton 

Island containing by estimation Three hundred acres or 

thereabouts be it more or less which said Island is now 

in the tenure or occupation of ThomasWollaston James 

Crawford Herman Otto and Gerrard Otto or their as- 

signs being bounded on the north with Christeen Kill 

on the East with serjeant Erskins Land on the West by 

a little Creek and on the south by the main Land now 

the said Island having been heretofore granted by Alex- 

ander De Himesa the Late Governour there to some 
persons who have since appeared in Hostility whereby 
it is forfeited and remained in his majestys Disposal 

Know Yee that by virtue of the commission and authori- 

ty unto me given I have thought fittto give and grant 

and by these presents doe give ratifye confirme and 
grant unto the said Thomas Wollaston James Crawford 
Herman Otto and Gerrard Otto their heirs and assignes 
to be so divided between them as now it stands and is 
possessed by them the aforesaid Island Together with 
all the lands Wood Meadow ground and premises there- 
upon with all and singular their appurtenances To 
have and to hold the said Island together with all the 


ther order Given under my hand and seale of the pro- | Land Wood Meadow ground and premises thereupon 


vince in New Yorke this 10th day of November In the 
29th yeare of his maj’tees reign Annoq Domini 1677. 
E. ANDROSS 
A Confirmation granted unto Capt. John Carre for a piece 
of ground in Delaware River 

Ricwarp Nicotts Esq. principal commissioner for 
his maj’tee in ‘new England Governour General under 
his Royal Highness James Duke of Yorke and Albany 
&c of all his territories in america and Commander in 
cheif of all the forces employed by his majesty to reduce 
the Dutch nation and all their usurped lands and plan- 
tations under his majestys obedience 

To All To Whom these presents shall come 
SenpetTa GREETING 

Whereas there is a certain peice or parcell of meadow 
valley or marsh ground scittuate lying and being: in Del- 
aware river near the Fort containing by Estimation one 
hundred and fifty acres or thereabouts be they more or 
less since in the tenure or occupation of Alexander D 
Himesa butted and bounded upon the south by the riv- 
er upon the North and North East by the Land and 
meadow or valley lately in the possession of Ger- 
rit Vansweecring upon the North W est by the plantation 
commonly called the Landsary and upon the South and 
South West by the Land lately belonging to John Web- 





| with all singular their appurtenances unto the said Tho- 
| mas Woolaston James Crawford Herman Otto and Ger- 
| rardOtto their heirs and assigns to ye only proper use & 
| behoof of ye said Tho. Wollaston, Jas. Crawford, Herman 
| Otto & Gerard Otte, their heirs & assigns for ever Yeild- 
ing&paying therefore yearly & every yeare unto his maj’- 
| tees use three Bushells of Wheat as a Quit Rent when 
| it shall be demanded by such person or persons In au- 
| thority as his maj’tee shall please to establish and em- 
power in Delaware river and the parts and plantations 
adjacent Given under my hand & seale at Fort James 
in New York on the island Manhatans the Ist day of Jan- 
uary in the 19th year of his maj’tees Reign AnnoqDom- 
ini 1667 


A Confirmation granted unto Hans Bones for a certain 
parcell of Land in Christeen Kill in Delaware 
Ricnarp Nicotrs Ese &c * 

Whereas there is a certain piece or parcell of Land 
lying and being in Christeen Kill in Delaware River 
heretofore in the tenure or occupation of Joost Rugger 
the miller Deceased which said piece or parcell of Land 
was by the officers at Delaware who were impowered 
by my commission to Dispose of implanted land there 
for the best advantage of the inhabitants granted unto 
Hans Bones the said graunt bearing date the 21st day of 
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February 1666 Now for a confirmation unto him the | and will acknowledge that we area good People, and 


said Hans Bones In his possession and enjoym’t of the 
premises Know Yee that by virtue of the Commission 
and authority unto me given I have thought fit to give 
and grant & by these presents do give ratifye confirm 
and graunt unto the said Hans Bones his heirs and as- 
signes the afore recited parcell of Land To have and to 
hold the said land unto the said Hans Bones his heirs 
and assignes unte the proper use and behoof of the said 
Hans Banes his heirs and assignes forever Yeilding and 
paying yearly and every year unto his maj’tees use two 
Bushells of Wheat as a Quit Rent when it shall be de- 
manded By such person or persons in authority as his 
tmaj’tee shall think fitt to empower in Delaware river 
and the part and plantations adjacent Given under my 
hand and Seale at Fort James in New York on the Isl- 


that we have made a good Peace. 
“Brother, 
“I have nomore to say. This is all the 
News I bring you. I hear fromthe outside of the Coun- 
try all that is doing in the back parts, and I always let 
you know what I hear, beit great or small. You know 
that we agreed to hear oneanother. My ears was 
to be open to what was doing on the outside of the 
country, and your ear was to hearken to what was do- 
ing in your parts. And I assure you that all the Indians, 
little and big, are well pleased with the Peace. 
**Brother, 
‘I know you feel sorrow, andI know 
what gives it you. You have not seen your prisoners, 
do not be out of patience. I am about collecting them, 


and of Manhatans the Ist day of August in the 20th | and I will bring them to you this fail, as soon as ever 


yeare of his majesties Reign Annoq Domini 1668. 


INDIAN MINUTES——From the A. P. S. mss. 


At a Conference with the Delaware Indians, on Thursday 
the 4th of October, 1759. 
Present 
The Honble Wi111am.Denny, Esq. Lt. Governor. 
Robert Strettell, Benjamin Shoemaker, E 
William Logan, Richard Peters. § —_ 
Trxrprvuscune, a Chief, 
Abraham Lacquis, Delaware Indians. 
Thomas Evans. 
Isaac Stille, Interpreter. 

The Governor gave Teedyuscung an hearty welcome, 
and acquainted him that he had called his Council, on 
being informed that he desired to speak with him; and 
was ready to hear him. 

Teedyuscung thanked the Gevernor and made the 
following speech. 

“Brother,—I would have you listen to me a little 
while I have something to tell you. If I happen to 
speak a word amiss, or any thing contrary to our ffriend- 
ship, jyou must put it by. Iam buta little man. You 
are amuch stronger man. IfI make any mistake, do 
not take notice of it, as if | meant any thing contrary to 
our ffriendship; ffor I assure I mean no such thing. 

**Brother, 

**Almost all the Indians are looking at us. 
They all see us both sitting together,and consider us as 
the first who began to make a Peace, are glad of it and 
desirous we should finish it entirely. I have no more 
to add on this article than this. Seeing we are look’d 
upon in this Light, far and near, by my Conntrymen, 
Let us strive together and we will finish the good work. 
You are an able man. I ama weak man, but tho’ I am 
weak I will promote the peace tothe utmost of my 
Power. 

“Gave a string of 4 Rows. 

“Brother, 

“When first I came down to you on this 
good Errand, there were some foolish Boys that gave 
you wounds that went deep into your Flesh. Our 
Creator provided some Roots out of the Ground to heal 
these wounds. These I collected and made a Plaister 
of them. I did not apply it only to the outside of your 
Flesh, but your heart where you felt the greatest pain. 
It is customary for all Doctors when they put Plasters 
to wounds to come again, and see if they be healed or 
not. Nowall the Indians think that your wounds are 
perfectly cured. Even the women & children, & grand- 
children, know it, and say so. I speak on behalf of Five 
Nations, who are all of this opinion, and think you are 
quite well. 

**Gave a Belt of 7 Rows. 

“Brother, 

“In what we have done I think we have 
acted with so much Sincerity towards each other, that 
the Peace will be everlasting. Tama King. You are 
a King. Your people, or my people, might otherwise 
say that we had made a false Peace; but now that they 
have been Witnesses of our mutual sincerity, they must, 


| I can. I have done,” 
| Teedyuscung being asked by the Governor what 
number of prisoners are with them, and in what places; 
| he answered, ‘*That there are not above 5 prisoners a- 
mong the Delawares, on the Susquehannah River. The 
| Muuncies have a great number, but they join the Mo= 
| hocks, and will deliver em together to be counted 
among the Delawares. ‘The Mohocks have a great 
many prisoners among them. The English hold fre- 
quent Conferences with the Mohocks, but I never 
know what passes between the English and the Mo- 
| hecks.”’ 





| AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE SWEDES 
IN AMERICA. 
(From the Columbian Magazine, of 1788.) 


In the reign of Gustavus Adolphus, and in the year 
1626, an eminent merchant named WilliamUseling, gave 
a great character of this country, applauding it for fruit- 
ful fertile land, abounding with all necessaries of life; 
and used many arguments to persuade the Swedes to 
setttle a colony here. These were so prevalent, that 
Gustavus issued a proclamation at Stockholm, exhorting 
his subjects to contribute to a company associated to the 
purpose aforesaid, which was called the West India 
Company, confirmed by that prince: In a general as- 
sembly the year following, sums of money were raise 
to carry on the intended settlement, to which the king, 
the lords of the council, the chief ofhis barons, knights, 
coronets, principal officers in his militia, bishops, cler- 
gy, and divers of the common people of Swedeland, 
Finnland and Liffiland, contributed; and responsible 
persons were chosen to see what was proposed put in 
execution, consisting of an admiral, a vice-admiral, mer- 
| chants, facters, commissaries, &c. and it was concluded 
{ to get as many as they thought fit, of those who would 

voluntarily ship themselves to America, to settle and 
cultivate a colony. 

In 1627, the Swedes and Finns accordingly came over 
hither: Their first landing wasat Cape Inlopen; the sight 
created pleasure, and they named it Paradise Point: 
Some time afier they purchased of some Indians (but 
whether of such as had the proper right to convey is 
not said) the land from Cape Inlopento the Falls of Del- 
aware on both sides the river, which they called New- 
Swedeland Stream; and made presents to the Indian 
chiefs, to obtain peaceable possession of the land so pur- 
chased. But the Dutch continuing their pretensions; 
in 1630 one David Pietersz de Vries, their countryman, 
built a fort within the capes of Delaware, on the west, 
about two leagues from Cape Cagnelius, at the place 

| now Jewis-Town, then and at present often called by 
the name of Hoarkill. 

In 1631, the Swedes also built a fort on the west of 
Delaware, to which they gave the name the ruins of it 
yet bears, Christeen. Here a small town was laid out by 
Peter Lindstrom, their engineer, and here they first set- 
tled; but this settlement was afterwards demolished by 
the Dutch. 
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On an island called Tenecum, sixteen miles abeve 
this town, the Swedes erected another fort, which they 
named New Gottenburgh; and John Printz, their gov- 
ernor, built a fine house, and other suitable accommo- 
dations; planted an orchard, and called his settlement 
Printz’s Hall. The principal freemen had also their plan- 
tations on this island. 

About this time the Swedes also built forts at Chester, 
and other places. In the same year Chancellor Oxe- 
stiern, embassador from Sweden, made application to 
king Charles the first, to have the right the English 
claimed by their being the first discoverers yielded up: 
it was, (as they say the proof an uncertainty) given up 
accordingly. They also said they had purchased the 
pretence the Dutch claimed by virtue of the prior set- 
tlement, and buildings here: most of which were de- 
stroyed before their arrival. 

If this be true, the Dutch it seems did not think pro- 
per long to abide by their contract; but gave the 
Swedes disturbances, by encroaching on their new set- 
tlement; and both of them joined to dispossess the Eng- 
lish, who also attempted to settle the eastern side of 
Delaware: one Kieft, a dirc ctor under the states of Hol- 
land, assisted by the Swedes, drove the English away, 
and hired the Swedes to keep them out. The Dutch 
complained, that the Swedish governor judging this a 
fair opportunity, built fort Elsinburgh on the place from 
whence the English had been driven, and from thence 
used great freedom with their vessels, and all others 
bound up the river, making them strike to the fort; from 
which they also sent men on board to know whence the 
vessels came: This the Dutch deemed exercising an au- 
thority in a country not their own. But the musketoes 
were so numerous, the Swedes were unable to live here, 
and therefore removing, named the place Musketoe- 
burgh. 

The Dutch seem to have had a very great opinion of 
the land near the Delaware, and were under great ap- 
prehensions ef being dispossessed by the English, who 
they complained had divers times attempted to settle 
about that river, and judged if they once got footing, 
they would secure every part, so that neither Hollander 

nor Swede would have any thing to say here; in par- 
ticular they mention Sir Edward Ploeyden, as claiming 
property in the country, under a grant from king James 
the first, who they alledge declined any dispute with 
them, but threatened to give the Swedes a visit, in or- 
der to dispossess them. 

John Printz continued governor of the Swedes from 
his arrival until about the year 1654, when he returned 
to Sweden, having first deputed his son-in-law, John 
Papegoia, governor in his stead, who also some time af- 
ter returned to his native country, and left the goy- 
ernment to John Rysing. He renewed the league of 
friendship with the English and Dutch in the neighbor- 
hood, and formally with the Indians; for this purpose a 
meeting was held with the sachems or Indian chiefs, at 
Printz’s Hall, on Tenecum island, where a speech was 
made to them in behalf of the queen of Sweden, ex- 
pressing the desires the Swedes had to renew their 
friendship. The Indians had before thade complaint, 
that the Swedes had introduced much evil amongst 
them; because many of the Indians since their coming 
were dead; but the Swedes now making them conside- 
rable presents, these received and divided amongst 
them, one of their chiefs, whose name was Noaman, 
made a speech rebuking the rest for having spoken evil 
of the Swedes and done them harm; telling them they 
should do so no more, that the Swedes were a good 
people, and thanking them for the presents, promised 
for the future, that a more strict friendship should be 
observed betwixt them. That as formerly they had 
been but one body and one heart, they should be hence- 
forward, as one head, asa token of which he waved 
both his hands as if tying a strong knot, promising also 
that if they heard of any mischief plotting against the 
Swedes, although it were midnight, they would give 
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them notice, & desired the like notice from the Swedes, 
if they understood harm was intended them; the Swedes 
then desiring the Indians in general would give them 
some signal that they all assented to what was said; they 
gave a general shout of approbation, and in the conclu- 
sion were entertained by the Swedes with victuals and 
drink: It was observed the Indians kept this league 
faithfully. The Swedish ships sent to succour this new 
colony, being ebstructed in their intended voyage, by 
the Spaniards; and the Swedes unable for the want of 
money to keep their forts in repair; gave their more 
powerful neighbours the Dutch, opportunity with less 
danger to make encroachments upon them. Accordingly, 
in this year,theDutch who inhabited near Virginia & New 
Sweden, gave the Swedes disturbance,seeking to regain 
the forts they had formerly possessed. But this by 
means of the Swede governor, with Peter Stuyvesant, 
who commanded underthe Dutch, at New Amsterdam, 
was in appearance settled; yet in the year following,the 
Dutch fitted out seven vessels from New Amsterdam, 
with 6 or 700 men; who in the summer, under the com- 
mand of Stuyvesant, came up Delaware, and took their 
first quarters at Elsinburgh, where they made some 
Swedes prisoners. Next they sailed towards a fort cal- 
led Holy Trinity; having landed their men at a point 
near the place, and intrenched themselves, they soon af- 
ter went up to the fort, and demanded a surrender, 
threatening what they would do in case of refusal. Af- 
ter which, by treaty or otherwise, they gained posses- 
sion, took down the Swedes flag, and hoisted their own, 
securing all places with their soldiers, and sending the 
Swedes they had taken prisoners, on board their ves- 
sels. An acquisition deemed considerable, because this 
fort was looked upon as the key of New Sweden. 

On the second of September, they besieged Christiana 
fort and town; and destroyed New Gcettemburgh, with 
such houses as were without the fort; plundering the 
inhabitants of what they had, and killing their cattle; the 
Swedes endeavoured to persuade the Dutch to desist 
from these acts of hostility, but to no purpose. After 
14 days siege, they (in want of ammunition) were obli- 
ged to surrender upon terms: That all the great guns 
should be restored; to which purpose an inventory was 
taken; the Swedes had also the gratification to march 
out of the fort, with their arms, their colours flying, and 
drums beating. The officers and other principal in- 
habitants among the Swedes, were carried prisoners to 
New-Amsterdam, and thence to Holland; but the com- 


mon people submitting to the Dutch remained in the 
country. 





The following essays have lately appeared in “Poul- 
son’s American Daily Advertiser,” and being written by 
a practical man upon a subject which is at this time ex- 
citing considerable attention in the U. States, and espe- 
cially in this state—we think deserve consideration. The 
experiments having been made in this state, and so fa- 
vorable an opinion being expressed of the quality of the 
article produced here, we think give to the subject 
more than common interest. In the present discoura- 
ging aspect of the usual agricultural products, it is im- 
portant that attention should be turned to others which 
promise more advantageous results—and silk is one of 
those which we think must assume an interesting rank 
among the domestic articles of our ceuntry. 


AMERICAN SILK. 
No. I. 


The subscriber having received a part of his early ed- 
ucation in an extensive manvfactory of Silks, at Nimes, 
in France, and by that means having become familiar 
with all the processes of that kind of manufacture, from 
the raising of the silk worm, and reeling off the silk 
from the cocoons, to the fabrication of the most delicate 
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stuffs, has thought that it would not be unacceptable to | Iam a foreigner and a stranger in this country, and 
the American public to lay before them the results of | my residence in it has been but short; I shall, neverthe- 
some experiments that he has made upon the produce | less; have to speak of what has been hitherto done 
of the American Silk Worm, in the short space of less | by the citizens of America to introduce the Silk Worm, 
than two months that he has been in this country.— | and even, to some extent, the manufacture of Silk, into 
These results are truly surprising, as they show a supe- | the United States. In so doing, | shall speak with the 





riority in the silk produced by the American worm, (at | 
least in Pennsylvania, ) over that of any cther country 
that he has ever seen, which he was far from expecting, 
when he began his experiments, and which,he believes, 
no one had yet suspected or imagined, They promise 
an immense source of riches to the U. States. 

Those experiments were made at the farm or place of 
Messrs. Ter Hoeven, a Dutch family, who have a small, 
but thriving nursery of silk worms in the vicinity of Phil- 
adelphia. , 

The first thing that struck the subscriber in the ope- 
rations he made, was the extreme, and he may say, the 
dazzling whiteness of the silk obtained from the Amer- 
ican worm. It is well known, that the raw silks of Ita- 
ly and Franee, are in general of a yellowish colour; a 
comparatively small quantity of white silk is produced, 
and that is in very great demand, in consequence of its 
capacity to receive the most delicate dyes. Here; on 
the contrary, the white cocoons appear to be very nu- 
merous, and their silk is beautiful. This will make the 
American raw silk sought forin preference to any other. 

This, however, is not the only advantage which A- 
merican Silk possesses over that of other countries: the 
following experiments will show what a mine of riches 
is opened to the industry of this country. 

EXPERIMENT I. 

Weight of the cocoons.—One cocoon, without chrysa- 
lis, was found to weigh six grains, avoirdupois. Three 
cocoons, also without chrysalis, weighed together, eigh- | 
teen grains. The cocoons were not selected, and were 
taken athazard, This weight is superior by near one 
half, to that of the cocoons of Europe, and this experi- 
ment shows that the American cocoonsare nearly equal 
in weight; whereas in Europe, there is a pretty consid- | 
erable inequality between them. 

EXPERIMENT ITI. 

Produce of the cocoons.—Eight ounces of cocoons with | 
their chrysalides, not selected or picked, produced two | 
ounces of raw silk of the first quality. It would require | 
more than one pound of European cocoons te produce 
the same result. 
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EXPERIMENT III: 

Proof of Experiment I.—Seventy-five cocoons, with- 
out chrysalis, weighed together 450 grains; which gives 
exactly six grains for each cocoon. These, however, 
were in some degree selected, though not with any 
great care. These 75 cocoons produced 419 grains of 
raw silk, superior to those ef France and Italy. This 
may appear extraordinary, but it may be attested by 
several persons of respectability who were present. 

EXPERIMENT IY. 

Produce of bad Cocoons.—Thirteen bad cocoons with 
their chrysalides,—-(by bad cocoons is meant those of 
which the werms have suffered from want of care or 
— feeding, )—have produced 47 grains of superb 
silk, 


The subscriber will content himself at this time with 
laying the foregoing experiments before the public.— 
He may, perhaps, at a future day, present them with 
some of the results of his experience in this branch of 
business, which he thinks may not be useless if it should 
be thought advisable to introduce it effectually in this 
country. , 

No. II. 

The liberal manner in which my former observations 
have been received,and the interest which they appear 
to have excited among the enlightened friends of the 
prosperity of this country, have encouraged me to pro- | 


caution and modesty which becomes me, from the 
lights (no doubt very imperfect) which I have been a- 
ble to obtain; and if I shall commit unavoidable errors, 
1 hope they will be forgiven, in consideration of the 
motives by which I am induced to communicate the re- 
sults of my practical knowledge, forI pretend to no 
more. 

Since my last communication, I have made an additi- 
onal experiment, at the same place as the former was, 
in the presence of a gentleman, who has permitted me 
to mention his name—Mr. Duponceau, of this city, and 
his family. The result has confirmed the former ones. 
1 put seventeen bad cocoons into the tub, in order to 
wind off the silk from them. Five of those cocoons im- 
mediately filled with water and were useless. The re- 
maining twelve produced fifty grains of beautiful silk, 
which I have left in the possession of the gentleman a- 
bove mentioned. 

From the best information which I have been able to 
obtain, I believe that the same quantity of silk has. 
never yet been drawn from the American cocoons, any 
more than silk of the same fine quality, and that for 
reasons which I shall have occasion to mention. Noris 
this to be wondered at. American genius and industry 
(to which the world is already indebted for so many 
useful inventions and discoveries,) have been exerted 
to the utmost; but practical knowledge was wanting, and 
what has cost Europe the experience of ages to acquire, 
no genius or talent could supply in the short space of 
time that has elapsed since this happy country has had 
the control over her destinies. 

The knowledge that I am speaking of, it is out of the 
power of books to communicate. Practice, long prac- 
tice, is indispensibly required. The mede of raising 
the silk worm, indeed, may perhaps be acquired by 
theory, aided by diligent observation. But beyond that 
all is art,—complicated, difficult, and requiring experi- 
ence and practice. “The knowledge ofit, in its extent,, 
is in Europe confined toa few whose business it is to 
direct the works. Those whe execute the details, in. 
their various branches, can only instruct in the parts. 
which the minute subdivision of labour has assigned te. 
them. 

It will not be, therefore, the art of extracting silk 
from the cocoons in its various quallities, or that of man- 
ufacturing that silk into threads or stuffs, that I shall un- 
dertake to teach in these successive communications. — 
That would be attempting what is admitted to be im- 
possible. ButI think I can present views respecting 
the use to made of the immense riches that Heaven. 
has bestowed upon this country,. which I hepe will not 
be uninteresting, and I can flatter myself that they wilk 
be found conducive to the national prosperity. 

What astonished me most, when admiring the beauty 
of the silk produced by the American cocoons, and its 
great superiority, both in quantity and quality, over 
those of Europe, was that these results should have 
been obtained in a country which more perhaps, than 
any other, is liable to those sudden changes of tempers 
ature which theoretical writers, as well as practical men, 
agree to be ofall things the most injurious to the health 
of the silk worm. This I can ascribe to nothing else 
than to the particular, and, I must add, the skilful care 
of the American farmers to prevent the worms from feel- 
ing the effect of those changes. ‘This requires more 
care, attention, and sagacity than might be believed by 


those who are not acquainted with the constitution of: 


that delicate insect. I doubt much whether it will be 


ceeed in laying before the public further views, which, | credited at first in Europe, when the fact. shall be 
1 flatter myself, will not be found without some degree | made knownthere. AliI can say is, that it has excit- 
of utility. | ed the astonishment of gentlemen from France, wel} 
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acquainted with the silk business, who would not have 
believed it if they had not been present at my experi- 
ments. 

I do not mean to write much norlong. WhatI have 
to say I shall endeavour to condense as much as possible. 
In addressing an intelligent nation, all useless details, 
and still more useless reflections, should be avoided. 


From what I have said of my not having been two | 


months in this country, it may be asked, perhaps, how 
I came to write in the English language, with which I 


confess [am unacquainted. I shall only say in answer | 


te this question, that the language of these communica- 
tions is not my own, and that a gentleman of this city, 
to whom I communicated my ideas from time to time, 
has the kindness to clothe them in his own words, which 
he afterwards translated to me, as literally as possible, 
and to which, when possessed of the full meaning of ey- 
ery sentence, I affix my signature. 
No. Ill. 
It is the privilege of every writer to endeavour, by 
reliminary observations, to convince his reader of the 
importance of his subject. In the present case, there 
is perhaps less need of this than in any other that may 
be submitted to the American public. The immense 
riches which some nations of Europe, particularly 
France and England, have derived and are deriving 
from the silk trade, are within the knowledge ofall who 
have attended to the general affairs of the world. Nev- 
ertheless, as I have been informed that it was not with- 
out considerable pains that the inhabitants of the Unit- 
ed States were convinced, some 30 years ago, of the 
importance of the article of cotton, to which they owe 
in a great degree their unexampled prosperity, I shall 
not forego the good old custom, and shall show by some 
examples, what exertions have been made and what ex- 
pense incurred by other nations to introduce the silk 
into their respective countries. 
lt is well known that for several centuries Greece at 
first, and afterwards Italy, were the only countries that 
produced the article of silk and silk stuffs. France fol- 
lowed by slow degrees. Henry IV. was the first of 
their soveriegns who encouraged that branch of industry 
with a liberality worthy of that great morarch. He in- 
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| his dominions; he has. patrenized and encouraged 
them; and I am informed that by means of these exer- 
tions, that branch of business in the Prussian provinces 

already begins tu excite the jealousy of other nations. 

The King of the Netherlands, for the same purpose 
invited from Spain the Chevalier Barramendy, and as: 
signed to him the Castle of Manoge, in the vicinity of 
the town of 4h, at the distance of ten leagues from 
| Brussels, with a number of acres of ground belonging 

to it, which he has planted with the white mulberry 
tree. The King supplied him with considerable sums 
of money,as well from his private purse as from the pub- 
lic treasury. The silk which was made from the co- 
coons produced upon this establishment, proved, how- 
ever, as I have been assured, of avery inferior quality. 
Nevertheless, the Minister of the Interior Van Grob- 
erscroy, and the Inspector of the National Manufactories, 
Mr. Netscher, continued to encourage this undertak- 
ing. The Prince of Orange himself, the presumptive 
heir of the crown, went in person to Manoge to inspect 
the establishment, and give it the sanction of his pat- 
ronage. 

In the new Republics of America the same spirit ap- 
pears to prevail. Messrs. Chubaut and Latour, of Ni- 
mes, my native town, were called to Mexico some 
years ago to introduce the culture of silk. What suc- 
cess they hadI do not know. They died in that coun- 
try, and it is generally understood at Nimes, that they 
both died rich, 

But | have to relate a more striking fact, of which, by 
a circumstance which could hardly have been expected 
the proof is here at hand. I have said that in Great Brit- 
ain the high degree of prosperity to which the manufac- 
| ture of silks has risen, had been obtained chiefly by in- 
| dividual exertion. Here is a remarkable instance of it. 
| In or about the year 1823, a Mr. Despoulies, a silk man- 
ufacturer of Lyons, went over to England, at the in- 
| stance of individuals, for the purpose of introducing 
| there some particular branches of his art. At the end 
| of the twelvemonth he returned home, with the sum of 
| thirty thousand pounds sterling. He was prosecuted by 
the government, for baving introduced into a foreign 
| country the art and industry ofhis own. The trial took 





vited one Michaeli from Ytaly inte his dominions, and | place at Boulogn sur Mer. but, by the skill of his advo- 


gave him, for the purpose of forming an extensive plan- 
tation of mulberry trees and raising the article of silk, 
the Castle of the old Marquis de Fournes, situated on 
the river Gardon, in the vicinity of Nimes, and the place 
which has passed into other hands, still bears the name 
of Michaeli’s Castle. This ingenious foreigner was the 
first who began the manufactories of silk stuffs that now 


cate, the defendant and some of his companions who 
were joined with him in the accusation, were fortunate- 
ly acquitted. One ofthese gentlemen who was a de- 
fendant in the suit with Mr. Despoulies, is now respec- 
_tably established in this city, and by him I have been 
| informed of the facts which I have stated. 


| 


| Theimportance of the silk business was felt in Penn- 









enrich that city; and tradition informs us, that the king | sylvania even before it became an independent state. — 
expended on those establishments the immense sum of | In the year 1770, the American Philosophical Society 
near one million & a half of French livres,which are equal | took up the subject, and petitioned the Legislature to 
to about three hundred thousand dollars, an enormous } provide, during five years, the annual sum of £500 for 
sum in those days. Of the manner in which the great | the encouragement of the filature of silk from American 


















not so well informed. 


By the exertions of individuals, the sum of about £900 


silk manufactories of Lyons were first established, I am | cocoons. This, however, was not carried into effect. 


The silk manufactories of Great Britain began at a 
later period. They have been of slow growth, and 
were more promoted by individual exertions than by 
the aid of the government. Encouragements, indeed, 
by bounties, high duties, prohibitions, and the like, 
were freely given; but the rest was abandoned to the 
spirit of enterprise for which that nation is so conspic- 
uous, which at last produced the brilliant success that 
we now witness. 

In latter times, and since the termination of the wars 
which grew out of the French revolution, the sover- 
eigns of Europe, even of those countries whose climate 
would rather seem to forbid such undertakings, have 
turned their thoughts to that branch of trade from 
which their neighbours have derived so much riches. — 
The King of Prussia has made considerable sacrifices 
to introduce into his state the culture of the mulberry 
tree, and the manufacture of silk stuffs. He has at a 
great expense procured skilful Italians to migrate into 


| ($2400) was raised by private subscription, and a fila. 
| ture was established at Philadelphia; but the undertak- 
| ing was shortly afterwards abandoned, most probably 
| for want of persons skilled in the art and able to extract 
such silk from the cocoons,as had been produced, 
would infallibly have been greedily purchased by the 
British manufacturers, and its further production imme- 
diately and effectually encouraged by the government 
of Great Britain. 
; No. IV. 
I now proceed to the main subject which I have un- 
| dertaken to elucidate. 1 shall,endeavor so to arrange 
the explanations that I shall give, that each number 
may facilitate the intelligence of those that are to follow. 
This is indispensable, when speaking of an art compli- 
cated in its nature and in its details, and the language 
and phraseology of which are only understood by those 
who are skilled in it. 
The art of the silk manufacturer, taken in its most 
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general point of view, consists of three principal | of the silk which I have extracted from American co- 
branches. ; | coons, has already attracted the notice and excited the 

1. The first is the art of extracting from the cecoons. | admiration of some of the most eminent French silk 
by the process of reeling, orfilature, as itis called, the | merchants who reside here and in New York; and they 
greatest possible quantity of silk of the different quali- | have applied to me for samples which they have trans- 
ties used in the manufacture of silken stuffs, and so to | mitted to their correspondents at Lyons and Nimes,who, 
extract it that it may, after undergoing other processes | no doubt, will be equally astonished at the singular 
hereinafter to be mentioned, be safely and advantage-. beauty of this American production. 
ously employed in those manufactures. The article! . ‘The next branch of the silk manufacturing busi- 
thus produced, and wound into skeins, is called raw silk, | ness, is the preparation of the raw silk for the weaver’s 
It is the raw material of which silk stuffs are made, from |.loom. This is done by a number of distinct and succes- 





the velvet down to the levantine. 

There are three qualities of raw silk, graduated ac- 
cording to their different degrees of fineness. While in 
that shape and until they have undergone the opera- 
tions that are to fit them for the loom, they are called 
first, second, and third, beginning with the finest.— 
They assume other names as soon as they have been 
prepared and made fit to be used by the manufacturer. 
Then they have ceased to be raw si/k, and they are cal- 
led singles, organzine and tram silk, according to their 
different degrees of fineness and the manner in which 
they have been passed through a certain machine called 
a mill. 

Singles, called in French /e poil, that is to say, hair 
silk, are made of the first quality of raw silk, conse- 
quently the finest, as the name sufficiently implies.— 
They are made ofa single thread. This silk is used for 
the woof of the lighter stuffs, the warp of which is made 
of cotton thread. 

Organzine, in French organsin, is the next in fineness. 
It it employed in weaving to make the warp of those 
stuffs that are made entirely of silk. 

Tram-silk, called in French Ja trame, or soi de trame, 
which means woof silk, is the thickest of the three, and 
is the thread of which is made the woof of silk stuffs. It 
seems the English have preferred retaining the French 
name to translating it. 

Of the three qualities of raw silk, of which those dif- 
— are made, the second, that which makes 
orgarizine, is the most in demand in foreign markets. — 
The silk which I have extracted from American cocoons, 
as mentioned in former numbers, is of that quality. In 
performing those operations, I have for the first time 
discovered the superior fineness of the American silk, 
by finding, to my great astonishment, that it required a 
much greater quantity of threads to produce the differ- 
ent qualities of raw silk above mentioned, than with the 
cocoons of Europe. Singles, or hair silk, made of the 
same number of threads as in Italy or France, would be 
almost impalpable, and entirely unfit for use. This su- 
periority will give to the American raw silk a great ad- 
vantage over all others. 

Raw silk is an article of commerce of great value to 
the countries that produce it. Great Britain imports it 
for the use of her manufactures from Bengal, China, 
‘Turkey and Italy, to the amount of one million eight | 
hundred thousand pounds sterling annually. France | 
imports it to the amount of 30,000,000 of francs,although 
she makes it herself in very large quantities, estimated | 
at three times that amount, and more. <A Mr. Enoch 
Durant, a silk broker in London, on his examination 
before a committee of the House of Commons, in 1821, 
ventured to say that no organzine silk is made in France. 
Whether by that expression he meant the raw material 
from which organzine is made, that is to say, raw silk of 
the second quality, or that that silk was not prepared 
there for the loom in the form called organzine, he was 
equally mistaken. The mulberry tree and the silk 
worm are extensively cultivated in France, and with 
great succesg, and the raw silk is manufactured there in 
all its possible shapes. I could not help noticing such 
@ strange assertion thus made in the face ofa British 
Parliament, and of an enlightened world. 

Be that as it may, if France does not make the kind 
of silk which Mr. Durant calls organzine, she will have 
the more to purchase from this country. 


a 


sive operations, performed by different machines, the 
principal of which, the mil/, has never, as I am inform- 
ed, been introduced into this country, and yet cannot be 
dispensed with. ‘The silk, wien thus prepared, is said 
in French to be moulinee, or milled; in English, I be- 
lieve, it is called organized or thrown silk—but this 1 
leave to those who are better acquainted than I am with 
English technology. These operations are nice, diffi- 
cult and complicated; their methods vary according te 
the kind of silk that is to be produced, whether sin- 
gles, organzine_ or tram silk. Their success depends 
much on the manner in which the raw silk has been 
prepared before it is brought to the mill. After going 
through these various processes, the silk is wound into 
short skeins, for the greater facility of the weaver, and, 
after being dyed, is fitto be immediately employed in 
the manufacture of silk stuffs. I shall not uncertake 
here to describe those processes, as it is entirely foreign 
to my object; and no descriptions that 1 can make could 
supply the place of skill, experience and practice. 

lll. The last branch is the weaying and manufacture 
of silk stuffs in all their varieties. It is sufficient for my 
purpose to indicate it. 

Having thus shewn, as briefly as [ have been able, the 
use that is made of the fine silk extracted from the co- 
coons, I shall proceed in my next number to speak of 
those articles that are manufactured from what is called 
the floss, and from waste and refuse silk. 

J. DDHOMERGUE. 

Philadelphia, 23d July, 1829. 





PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 
Harrissure, July 27. 

The Canal Commissioners met in this town on Thurs- 
day last, and adjourned on Saturday. They ordered as 
follows: ; 

That the acting commissioner upon the Eastern Divi- 
sion of the Pennsylvania canal be directed to employ 
such force and apply such funds as may be necessary 
to insure the completion and opening of the canal for 
navigation from the mouth of the Juniata to Middle- 
town, on or before the first day of September next, 
and particularly that he be directed to repair the dam 
at Duncan’s Island, by laying on stone so as to insure a 
sufficient supply of water by the above time. 

That the acting commissioner on the Western Division 
be directed to adopt such measures, to employ such 
force, and apply such funds as will insure the opening 
of the canal navigation from Blairsville to Pittsburg, by 
the first day of September next. 

That the superintendent on the Susquchanna Divi- 
sion be directed to place the canal from Northumber- 
land to the dam at Duncan’s Island in a situation to re- 
ceive water for its navigation by the first day of Sep- 
tember next, and that he be specially directed to see 
that a force be employed upon the Shamokin dam, 
sufficient to insure its completion, at or before the time 
specified in the contract. 

That the acting commissioner upon the North Branch 
Division be directed particularly to urge the prosecu- 
tion of the Nanticoke Dam, so as to insure its comple- 
tion and perfect security against the next fall and spring 
floods. 

That the superintendent on the Delaware division be 
directed to prosecute the work on the Dam across the 


The beauty | Lehigh so as to insure its completion this fall. 


That the acting canal commissioner on the Juniata 
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Division, be directed to employ such force, and apply 
such funds, as will insure the opening the canal from 
Lewistown to the junction with the Susquehanna divi- 
sion of the Pennsylvania canal by the first of Novem- é 
ber next, and if necessary, to employ a superintendent, | _ Despatch.—A gentleman who took passage in the U- 
specially to take charge of the aqueduct across the | nion evening line at 5 P.M. arrived in Philadelphia in 
Juniata, and the work thence to the said junction. | time for the morning boat for New York and reached 
| that place at 5 P. M. making only 24hours from Balti- 

Finst Boats.—We have delayed the publication of | more to New York city, 
our paper this morning to a later hour than usual to | 


before 3 o’clock—the shortest passage ever made be- 
tween the two cities, (N. York and Phil.) by stages and 
steam boats, within our recollection. Phils pap. 














announce (and we do it with much satisfaction) the ar- 
rival of the first Packet Boats, the Pioneer and Pennsy/- 
vania, at the port of Blairsville last evening. They are 
owned by Mr. David Leech, whose enterprise and per- 


President Jackson has ordered from Messrs. Bake- 
| well, Page and Bakewell’s, of the city of Pittsburgh, a 
set of Glass for his own use. That order is nearly com- 
pleted. We had last week an opportunity of witness- 
ing this very splendid exhibition of American skill and 





severance entitles him to much credit. A large party | 5 ( 
of citizens and strangers met the boats a few miles be- | ingenuity. It consists of large and splendid bowls, with 
low this town, and were received on board with that | and without stands—celery glasses, pitchers, quart and 
politeness and attention for which Mr. L. is proverbial. | pint decanters, tumblers, wine and champaign glasses, 
The Pioneer passed the first lift lock below this place | salts, &c. &c. the whole tastefully executed in the very 
in the short space of three minutes’ The boats are hand- | best style of workmanship. ‘The glass is as pellucid as 
somely fitted up and well calculated to give comfort | chrystal; and the beautiful cuttings give a brilliancy of 
to passengers. They were welcomed at our wharves | effect not easily described. We think this specimen 
by the presence of many of our citizens of both sexes. | of American workmanship will vie with the best produc- 





They depart at 9 o’clock this morning for Pittsburg. 
Blairsville Record. 
Porrsvitte, July 25. 

Twenty buildings have been completed in this bo- 
rough already, and we have been informed that fifty 
more have been contracted for, all of which are to be 
finished before winter sets in. 
brick—the remainder of stone and frame. We speak 
within bounds, when we state that at least one hundred 
dwelling houses would be built this season, were it pos- 
sible to obtain the materials and workmen on reasona- 
ble terms. _ 

At Port Carbon about fifty lots have been disposed 
of, which, according to the conditions of sale, are to 
be improved in the course of a year. Such is the march 
of improvement here, and still we have not more than 


one half the buildings we ought to have, to accommo- | 


date our present business. 
_ Our fellow citizen, Mr. Moore, is attaching an addi- 
tion of twenty-five feet to his storehouse at Mount Car- 


Fifteen will be built of 


| tions of the French and English artists. It is very grat- 
| ifying to witness the great perfection to which our art- 
| ists have arrived in the various objects to which their 
| skill and enterprise have been directed. We under- 
| stand that the order is valued at about $1500.-Mercury. 





| Greenspuren, Pa. July 17. 
| Died, on Sabbath night, the Sth, inst. at his residence 
|in South Huntingdon township, 4ndrew Finky, Esq. 
_after a lingering confinement, in the 79th, year of his 
| age. The deceased was one of the pioneers of the 
west—one of the first settlers of Westmoreland county, 
and one of the remaining few who held a commission 
|under Washington in the regular service during the 
Revolutionary war. Asa man he was mild, judicious, 
| and unassuming; as a parent, affectionate; asa citizen, 
respected; as a member of the Church of Christ, consis- 
tent; and as a justice of the peace, which office he held 
for many years, dignified and correct in the discharge of 
its duties. 





We know of no place in this neighborhood, accord- 


bon, which. was found too small to accommodate his | ing to the number of houses heretofore in it, which has 


share of the transportation business. 

A potatoe stalk was cut last week at Port Carbon, 
which measured seven feet eight inches in height. It 
was in full health, and of a proportionate thickness. 
This is something extraordinary for our mountainous 


district; and we challenge the state to produce one of 


equal length. 

During the past week a canal boat, while laying at 
Port Carbon during the cessation of the navigation, was 
changed into a boarding house. The boatmen unwilling 
to lose time, worked on the rail road, and kept board- 
ers, without being troubled with ground rent. 





Easton, July 24. 

Our borough presents a livelier appearance this sea- 
son than ever it did. Day after day, stages and carriages, 
gigs and buggys, drive up to our hotels.—The Lehigh 
Canal is now in the full tide of successful experiment, 
and the Company are sending down coal as fast as prac- 
ticable. Two packet boats run regularly on this canal 
to Bethlehem, Allentown and Mauch Chunk, thus fur- 
nishing travellers with an inducement to visit us, and 
take the pleasantest route to the above places. 





The High Constables report, that 734 dogs have been 
killed and buried between the 16th day of May and 
17th day of July, 1829, agreeably to an ordinance pass- 
ed the 29th day of May, 1828. 

The Union Line arrived Tuesday, 21st, at 10 minutes 


increased in number of buildings faster than the village 
of Williamsport, vulgarly ycleped ‘Snuff-town,’ across 
_ the mouth of the Lehigh from our borough. Within the 
| last year there have been 8 new dwelling houses (such 
| as they are) erected in it, anda hotel licenced, kept by 
/our friend Mr. Thomas Downey, and receives a liberal 
'patronage. We have heard some talk about their wish- 
| ing to be incorporated into a borough. 
We understand that the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
| Company have changed the name of “Hammelton,” to 
‘*South Easton.” It is situated at the locks south of our 
borough, and is a flourishing village. But from the ad- 
| vantage of situation and water power, it must ere long 
be a busy manufacturing town. The Company have not 
yet laid out the town plot, nor come to any determina- 
tion in relation to the amount of water privileges which 
they mean to dispose of. Easton Whig. 





The Easton Argus of Friday, says, that the farmers 
of that vicinity are busily engaged in getting in their 
grain, which has turned out remarksbly well. The 
corn crop, tuo, promises to be unusually good. On 
Sunday, the borough was visited by asevere storm of 
rain and hail. , 


Ce 
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